Pause for Reflection
30 April 2021
No more turning away.

Welcome to this week’s reflection which will be the final one for
a wee while as I have decided to take a break for a couple of
months. Although I have not yet completed my alphabetical CD
journey, I will press the “pause” button on my journey before
resuming sometime later in the year with the letter “Q”
This week’s track is my final choice from Pink Floyd and is
entitled “No more turning away.” This track was released in
1987 and was written by David Gilmour, the wonderfully
talented lead guitarist in the band. The track begins with solo
vocals and a very quiet, almost imperceptible backing, then it
grows and grows into a mournful , pleading, song increasing in
intensity until we reach a really heavy and powerful guitar solo
which I simply adore!
This song is about how there are so many problems, difficulties,
so much hatred, greed, anger, poverty, hunger etc. in the world.
Everywhere you look, people are suffering. The song tells us
that we cannot just turn our backs on these people. We need
to be there and help them, not because it will look good, or for
propaganda, but rather we need to help them because its what
is right. It simply needs to be done.

This is about reaching out into the world and doing what we can
to make it a better place. In a humble, understated way I think
this song lets us know in no uncertain terms that if we are not
trying to see how we can be part of the solution, then we are
part of the problem.
Sometimes the problems of the world can be so great; like
children starving in Africa in great numbers - millions of people
around the world homeless and living in destitution - the abuse
of children and other helpless individuals - and people driven to
suicide because they are not accepted by society, that we want
to try to pretend that they do not exist and ignore the pain. But
this is what we must never do.
In many cases, perhaps most cases, we feel powerless and
think that there is little we can physically do, but we can always
offer our emotional support, our compassion, and our Christian
love.
Truly then, a really powerful message and conveyed in a
stunning manner by Pink Floyd – You must take time to search
on YouTube and listen to this one!!

On the Turning away
On the turning away
From the pale and downtrodden
And the words they say
Which we won't understand

"Don't accept that what's happening

Using words you will find are strange

Is just a case of others' suffering

And mesmerized as they light the flame

Or you'll find that you're joining in

Feel the new wind of change

The turning away"

On the wings of the night

It's a sin that somehow

No more turning away

Light is changing to shadow

From the weak and the weary

And casting it's shroud

No more turning away

Over all we have known

From the coldness inside

Unaware how the ranks have grown

Just a world that we all must share

Driven on by a heart of stone

It's not enough just to stand and stare

We could find that we're all alone

Is it only a dream that there'll be

In the dream of the proud

No more turning away?

On the wings of the night
As the daytime is stirring
Where the speechless unite
In a silent accord

The Bible Reading this week is perhaps a very obvious one
but very relevant never the less.
The Good Samaritan -- he who did not turn away!

Luke Chapter 10 from verse 25
25 A teacher of the Law came up and tried to trap Jesus.
"Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to receive eternal life?"

33 But a Samaritan who was traveling that way came upon
the man, and when he saw him, his heart was filled with pity.
34 He went over to him, poured oil and wine on his wounds
and bandaged them; then he put the man on his own animal
and took him to an inn, where he took care of him.
35 The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to
the innkeeper. "Take care of him,' he told the innkeeper, "and
when I come back this way, I will pay you whatever else you
spend on him.' "

26 Jesus answered him, "What do the Scriptures say? How
do you interpret them?"

36 And Jesus concluded, "In your opinion, which one of these
three acted like a neighbour toward the man attacked by the
robbers?"

27 The man answered, " "Love the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all
your mind'; and "Love your neighbour as you love yourself.' "

37 The teacher of the Law answered, "The one who was kind
to him." Jesus replied, "You go, then, and do the same."

28 "You are right," Jesus replied; "do this and you will live."
29 But the teacher of the Law wanted to justify himself, so he
asked Jesus, "Who is my neighbour?"
30 Jesus answered, "There was once a man who was going
down from Jerusalem to Jericho when robbers attacked him,
stripped him, and beat him up, leaving him half dead.
31 It so happened that a priest was going down that road; but
when he saw the man, he walked on by on the other side.
32 In the same way a Levite also came there, went over and
looked at the man, and then walked on by on the other side.

Hymn 544 When I needed a neighbour.
1 When I needed a neighbour, were you there, were you
there?
When I needed a neighbour, were you there?
Refrain:
And the creed and the colour and the name won't matter,
were you there?

2 I was hungry and thirsty, were you there, were you there?
I was hungry and thirsty, were you there? [Refrain]

Help us to be like the Good Samaritan and to “go and do
likewise.”

3 I was cold, I was naked, were you there, were you there?
I was cold, I was naked, were you there? [Refrain]

Guide us in your ways so that we do not turn away from the
weak and the weary – so that we do not turn away from the
coldness inside.

4 When I needed a shelter, were you there, were you there?
When I needed a shelter, were you there? [Refrain]
5 When I needed a healer, were you there, were you there?
When I needed a healer, were you there? [Refrain]
6 Wherever you travel I'll be there, I'll be there,
wherever you travel I'll be there. [Refrain]

Help us to know and understand that we live in a world that we
all must share and that it is not enough just to stand and stare.
Help us to live so that there will be no more turning away.
Amen

Benediction
Let us pray

Dear Lord, we bring our prayers to you today in the knowledge
that there are many troubles, problems, and concerns in the
world and that we sometimes feel powerless and helpless when
we consider what we might do to alleviate and ameliorate the
impact of these.
Help us then to do whatever we can to assist, support and
comfort those in need, those who are hungry, homeless,
oppressed, lonely, and those who mourn.

The peace of God be in your heart
The grace of God be in your words
The love of God be in your hands
The joy of God be in your soul
and in the song that your life sings.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------In closing, I hope you have enjoyed these Reflections over the
last year and that they have brought some comfort to you
during what has been a challenging time. I also hope that you
have managed to listen to some of the tracks and perhaps even
widened your musical enjoyment!
Until l return., take care, be kind and do not turn away!
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