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Fear No Evil
Welcome to this week’s reflection which finds me moving on to
the letter “N” in my alphabetical journey through my CD
collection. This is the 48th Pause for Reflection I have written
since April last year and as we approach the 52nd, and first
anniversary, of these reflections, I realise that I will still have
several letters of the alphabet, never mind many more CDs, to
cover!
I started writing these when Paula went on furlough and the
Church closed for worship, as some kind of “alternative worship
medium” during what we all thought would be a fairly short
period of disruption. How wrong could I have been? However,
we may well be back in Church before too long so I will await
developments before deciding on how many more Reflections
to write and issue.
On to this week’s artist and track. Jimmy Nail may well be better
known to most of you as “Oz” in the thoroughly enjoyable TV
series of yesteryear entitled, “Auf wiedersehen pet” He also
starred in a very good detective series entitled “Spender.” I
hope however that many of you also remember him from yet
another TV series, this time entitled “Crocodile Shoes,” in which
he played the part of a Rock Singer and his journey to success.
In this series, as well as playing the main character, Jimmy Nail
also sang all of the songs which were featured throughout the
episodes.

I took a real liking to his style and was, like many others I recall,
somewhat surprised at how tender his voice was in certain
renditions.
The first track I have chosen by Nail is entitled “Fear no Evil”
and is based heavily on the 23rd Psalm, The Lord’s my
Shepherd.
It is a song of hope, a song of faith and a song of reassurance.
During this strange and difficult period of pandemic restrictions
when it seems that “normality” is always just out of reach, I find
the lyrics of this song comforting. Their reassurance and the
expression of hope and faith within, should give us all strength
for the days and weeks ahead and, above all, should trigger in
us a renewal of our belief in our Lord and our belief that “this
too will pass.”
I hope you enjoy reading the lyrics below and, equally, I hope
you can access a copy of the track on YouTube and listen to
Jimmy Nail’s very evocative rendition of it.
Fear No Evil
Jimmy Nail
When the world is dark, when the lights go down
When the demons walk, when they're all around
There's a light that comes from a place on high
There's a light that comes that the angels shine
And it shines for you, and it shines for me

And it shines for all, and it shines for free

Bible Reading

When the world Is dark, when the demons walk

There really is only one I could choose this week!

There's a light that shines like a burning arc

Psalm 23

And though I walk through the valley of the shadow

1 The Lord is my shepherd; I have everything I need.

I will fear no evil

2 He lets me rest in fields of green grass and leads me to
quiet pools of fresh water.

And though I walk through the valley of the shadow
I will fear no evil
Since the dawn of time, when the world began
We've borne witness to all the acts of man
How he ruled the earth, when he learned to walk
How he learned to hurt, when he learned to talk
And he's broken laws, and he's broken dreams
And he's broken bones, and ignored the screams
Through the longest day, through the darkest night
There will always shine, his redeeming light
And though I walk through the valley of the shadow
I will fear no evil
And though I walk through the valley of the shadow
I will fear no evil
-----------------------OOOOOOOOOO-------------------------

3 He gives me new strength. He guides me in the right paths,
as he has promised.
4 Even if I go through the deepest darkness, I will not be
afraid, Lord, for you are with me. Your shepherd's rod and
staff protect me
5 You prepare a banquet for me, where all my enemies can
see me; you welcome me as an honoured guest and fill my
cup to the brim.
6 I know that your goodness and love will be with me all my
life; and your house will be my home as long as I live.
-------------------------OOOOOOOOOO--------------------------Hymn 255 -Father hear the prayer we offer.
1 Father hear the prayer we offer:
not for ease that prayer shall be,
but for strength that we may ever
live our lives courageously.

2 Not for ever in green pastures
do we ask our way to be;
but the steep and rugged pathway
may we tread rejoicingly.
3 Not for ever by still waters
would we idly rest and stay;
but would smite the living fountains
from the rocks along our way.
4 Be our strength in hours of weakness,
in our wanderings be our guide;
through endeavour, failure, danger,
Father, be thou at our side.
-----------------------OOOOOOOOOO-----------------

We give thanks for all those around us who keep us safe, who
tend to our wounds, who heal our sick, who bestow their
friendship and love upon us.
Be with all in our families and keep them safe.
We give thanks for our Church family and we pray that soon we
will be able to congregate again to worship and praise you.
Finally we pray for our Ministry Team, Jenny, Paula and Sonia
as they continue to lead us in your ways and guide us, your
flock, towards you, our Shepherd.
Amen
---------------------------OOOOOOOOOOOOOO----------------------Benediction
Let the majesty of the Father

Let us pray
Dear Lord, we bring our prayers to you this day with hope for
the future and with faith in your ever-present love.

be the light by which you walk,
the compassion of the Son

We know that we will face hurdles and strife and dangers and
troubles as we journey through life, but we know deep in our
hearts that you are always near us and always by our side to
guide us, to protect us, to give us strength and to comfort us.

be the love by which you walk,

So when our world is dark and the lights go down, when the
demons walk and they are all around , we ask that you bring
your loving light to shine down upon us so that we may see the
way and follow your path.

----------------------------OOOOOOOOOOOOOO------------------

the presence of the Spirit
be the power by which you walk.

Until next week, stay safe and fear no evil!
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