Pause for Reflection
26 February 2021
"When Will I Ever Learn to Live in God?"

Welcome to another pause for reflection which finds me
continuing on my alphabetical CD journey. I’m still (yes still!) on
the letter “M” and this week’s reflection will be the final one
featuring Van Morrison.
I find it has been a bit of a strange week since my last reflection.
We began the week hoping that we would find out the likely
schedule for release from lockdown and some return to
normality but as the week has gone on, it seems (in my view at
least) that we have been presented with “a somewhat vague
set of potential dates which might come to fruition depending
on several unknown factors which may or may not have a
bearing on when or whether the government might, maybe,
possibly , potentially perhaps make a decision!”
Some of you may find my interpretation a little harsh or even
unfair and I am sure there will be many people who take a more
positive view of the Government’s (both Westminster and
Holyrood) actions than I currently feel able to!
However, regardless of one’s views on the actions or intentions
of the Government, our lives go on and our own journeys
through life and faith continue.
Doubt and uncertainty affect us all at some time or another and,
I find it does so especially at the times when we are faced with

challenging life events such as bereavement, illness,
separation, life-changing medical diagnosis, serious family
disputes etc .
We often find ourselves posing the questions, “Why me?” ;
“Why is this happening to me?” ; “Why is my life so
sad/unhappy/disrupted just now?” ;“What have I done to
deserve such pain or sorrow?”
Where do we find the answers to these questions - if such
answers exist?
That is maybe too difficult or too philosophical a question for
me to explore in a short reflection but perhaps you will not be
surprised to discover that I take the view that the “answers” can
be found in our Bible and in our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
I also find some of the answers when I listen to my CDs. There
is an interesting article in the latest “Life & Work” magazine
wherein Robert Robertson, lead singer with the Scottish band
“Skippinish” states , “I love hymn music and the church
hymnary, but I also love it when you find spirituality in songs
when you least expect it. There can be moments in pop music
and rock “n” roll music when you suddenly realise there is
something spiritual – or at least it can feel spiritual to you,
whether or not it was intended as such.”
I couldn’t agree more and so I come to my choice of track this
week. You will by now, I’m sure, be well aware of Van
Morrison’s strong faith and belief and this week’s track is yet
another wonderful example of this to which I hope we can all
relate.

"When Will I Ever Learn to Live In God?"
The sun was setting over Avalon

Whatever it takes to fulfil his mission

The last time we stood in the west

That is the way we must go

Suffering long time angels enraptured by Blake

But you've got to do it your own way

Burn out the dross innocence captured again

Tear down the old, bring up the new

Standing on the beach at sunset all the boats
All the boats keep moving slow

And up on the hillside its quiet

In the glory of the flashing light in the evenings glow

Where the shepherd is tending his sheep
And over the mountains and the valleys

When will I ever learn to live in God?

The countryside is so green

When will I ever learn?

Standing on the highest hill with a sense of wonder

He gives me everything I need and more

You can see everything is made in God

When will I ever learn?

Head back down the roadside and give thanks for it all

You brought it to my attention everything that was made in
God
Down through centuries of great writings and paintings
Everything lives in God
Seen through architecture of great cathedrals
Down through the history of time
Is and was in the beginning and evermore shall be

When will I ever learn to live in God?
When will I ever learn?
He gives me everything I need and more
When will I ever learn?

Bible Reading

Happy, still in God confiding,

A very short extract this week from Isaiah Ch 3 at v 10

fruitful, if in Christ abiding,

“The righteous will be happy and things will go well for them.
They will be able to enjoy what they have worked for.”

holy, through the Spirit’s guiding,

Hymn 562 Through the love of God our saviour.

all must be well.

3 We expect a bright tomorrow,
all will be well.

1 Through the love of God our Saviour,
all will be well.
Free and changeless is his favour,
all, all is well.
Precious is the blood that healed us,
perfect is the grace that sealed us,

Faith can sing through days of sorrow,
'All, all is well.'
On our Father’s love relying,
Jesus every need supplying,
in our living, in our dying,
all must be well.

strong the hand stretched forth to shield us,
all must be well.

------------------------OOOOOOOOOO----------------------Let us pray.

2 Though we pass through tribulation,
all will be well.
Ours is such a full salvation,
all, all is well.

Dear Lord, as we continue our life and faith journey, with all its
pitfalls, sorrows, challenges, and troubles, we give thanks that
you are ever-present and utterly dependable. We give thanks
that you give us everything we need and more, and that all we
need do is to ask and we will receive.

We will receive your comfort , your love, your guidance, your
support, your wisdom.
We give thanks once more for those in our families who love us
unconditionally and for our friends and colleagues who mean
so much to us.
Be with all who are troubled in any way, be with the bereaved
and those who mourn, be with the lonely and the depressed,
be with the hungry and the homeless.
Bring your loving light to shine upon them all so that they may
know your love and emerge from their present darkness.

So the message from this week’s lyrics is do not despair in
times of crisis or when life is full of challenges and
disappointments or sorrow.
Rather, look to God for solace and support.
Look to God for direction and comfort.
Look to God and learn to live in God since he will give you
everything you need and more.

------------------------------OOOOOOOOOOO----------------------Benediction

Amen.

Lord God
Bless us and keep us

---------------------OOOOOOOOOOOO--------------------

Be gracious and look kindly on us
May your face shine upon us and give us peace.
Amen.

One of Skippinish songs contains the lyrics “No matter what lies
ahead of us now we’ll be ok.” And that seems to me to be
another way of offering us reassurance that “all will be well.”

----------------------------OOOOOOOOOOOOOO------------------Until next week, keep safe and repeat often –
“No matter what lies ahead of us now we’ll be ok.”
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