Pause for Reflection
22 January 2021
Everybody gets a second chance.

Welcome to this week’s reflection which
finds me continuing my journey through
my CDs. I’m still on the letter “M” and
still with Mike and the Mechanics. This
week’s track is entitled “Everybody
Gets A Second Chance."
The theme of the song is really about
apologising for a failure, an error and
then asking for a second chance,
asking in effect for forgiveness and an
opportunity to put things right.

Maybe too there has never been a
better time for you to say sorry for
something you have said or done and
maybe now is the time for you to ask for
your second chance!

Everybody Gets A Second Chance"
A single failure
A little slip
A misdemeanour
A little trip
Does this condemn me
Lock me away?

We have all been there!

Before you turn the key

I’m sure we can all recall occasions
when we have said something to a
loved one or family member or friend
and regretted it. Equally, I’m sure we
can all recall actions which we
subsequently regretted and wished we
had followed a different course.

I have one more thing to say

Similarly, we will all, at some time or
another, have been on the “receiving
end” of words or actions which we felt
were unfair, unjustified, and uncalled
for.

Everybody gets a second chance

Thankfully however, we, as human
beings, all have the capacity for
forgiveness and reconciliation. We all
have the ability to give someone a
second chance.

I'm sorry too

So as you read through these lyrics,
maybe you can devote some time to
thinking about anyone in your life right
now who deserves a second chance.
Maybe now is the time to make contact
with them and give them that second
chance.

To make amends
Maybe be friends

[Chorus:]

The Circumstance to say I'm sorry
I'd like to tell you in advance
Take my chance and tell you

A little stumble
A little fall
Inconsequential
Nothing at All
Now there was someone
I heard him say
That the best laid plans

Sometimes go astray

Ephesians Chapter 1.

So don't be surprised

1 From Paul, who by God's will is an
apostle of Christ Jesus - To God's
people in Ephesus, who are faithful in
their life in union with Christ Jesus:
2 May God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ give you grace and
peace.
3 Let us give thanks to the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! For in
our union with Christ he has blessed
us by giving us every spiritual blessing
in the heavenly world.
4 Even before the world was made,
God had already chosen us to be his
through our union with Christ, so that
we would be holy and without fault
before him. Because of his love
5 God had already decided that
through Jesus Christ he would make
us his children - this was his pleasure
and purpose.
6 Let us praise God for his glorious
grace, for the free gift he gave us in his
dear Son!
7 For by the blood of Christ we are set
free, that is, our sins are forgiven. How
great is the grace of God,
8 which he gave to us in such large
measure! In all his wisdom and insight
9 God did what he had purposed, and
made known to us the secret plan he
had already decided to complete by
means of Christ.
10 This plan, which God will complete
when the time is right, is to bring all
creation together, everything in heaven
and on earth, with Christ as head.
11 All things are done according to
God's plan and decision; and God
chose us to be his own people in union
with Christ because of his own
purpose, based on what he had
decided from the very beginning.

If I offer you no alibis
[Chorus]

Everybody gets a second chance
The circumstance to say I'm sorry
I'd like to tell you in advance
I'll take my chance and tell you I
Take my chance and tell you
I love you

Everybody wants a
Everybody needs a
Everybody gets a second chance

--------------OOOOOOO-------------Psalm 130
1.From the depths of my despair I call
to you, Lord.
2 Hear my cry, O Lord; listen to my call
for help!
3 If you kept a record of our sins, who
could escape being condemned?
4 But you forgive us, so that we should
stand in awe of you.
5 I wait eagerly for the Lord's help, and
in his word I trust.
6 I wait for the Lord more eagerly than
sentries wait for the dawn - than
sentries wait for the dawn.
7 Israel, trust in the Lord, because his
love is constant and he is always
willing to save.
8 He will save his people Israel from all
their sins.

---------------OOOOOOOOOO----------

Hymn 512
To God be the Glory

Let us pray

1 To God be the glory, great things he
hath done:

Dear Lord, be with us this and every
day as we travel through life with all its
joys,
challenges,
pitfalls,
and
unknowns.

so loved he the world that he gave us
his son,
who yielded his life an atonement for
sin,
and opened the life gate that all may
go in.
Refrain:
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the
earth hear his voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the
people rejoice!
O come to the Father, through Jesus
the Son,
and give him the glory, great things he
hath done.

Be with us and walk with us as we
navigate our way through these difficult
times. Help us to be patient, kind,
tolerant and understanding.
Teach us to forgive those who need our
forgiveness and help us to understand
other people and their troubles.
Guide us to be the best that we can be
and to always give others a second
chance.

All this we ask in your name.
Amen
-----------OOOOOOO-------------

2 Oh, perfect redemption, the
purchase of blood,
Benediction

to every believer the promise of God.
The vilest offender who truly believes,
that moment from Jesus a pardon
receives. [Refrain]
3 Great things he hath taught us, great
things he hath done,
and great our rejoicing through Jesus
the Son,
but purer, and higher, and greater will
be
our wonder, our transport, when Jesus
we see.

To God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Spirit, three in one,
praise, honour, might and glory be
from age to age eternally.
Amen
---------------OOOOOOO-------------Until next week, keep safe and be kind
to each other.
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