Pause for Reflection
18 December 2020
Imagine!
Well here we are approaching the 4th
and final Sunday in Advent and only
one week away from Christmas day.

So as you read through the lyrics (and
maybe even listen to the CD) let your
imagination run free and think how
wonderful it would be with all the people
living life in peace and sharing all the
world.
Imagine

I will have another reflection ready to
send out to you all on Christmas Eve
but this week’s reflection sees me
continuing on my CD journey, still on
the letter “L” and still using lyrics by
John Lennon.

Imagine there's no heaven

The song I’ve chosen this week is one
which I’m sure will be very well known
to you all. It not only has a beautiful
melody but also some truly wonderfully
thought provoking lyrics.

Imagine all the people

It's easy if you try
No hell below us
Above us only sky

Living for today... Aha-ah...

Imagine there's no countries
It isn't hard to do

“Imagine” was written in early 1971,
barely a year after the Beatles had split
up but it was not released until 1975.
There are many interpretations of the
meaning of the song and Lennon
himself once described it as “antireligious – anti-nationalistic- anticonventional and anti-capitalistic”.
However, most people see it as a
clarion call for peace.

Nothing to kill or die for

The impact the song has had over the
years is, however, unquestionable and
it is certainly a song which makes me
think deeply and question some of the
accepted norms of society which are
often simply assumed to be beyond
questioning!

I hope someday you'll join us

And no religion, too
Imagine all the people
Living life in peace...

You may say I'm a dreamer
But I'm not the only one

And the world will be as one

Imagine no possessions
I wonder if you can
No need for greed or hunger

I find it an appropriate time of year too
for this song to be considered as we
approach the celebration of the birth of
our Lord Jesus who came into this
world to bring peace, comfort, and joy.

A brotherhood of man
Imagine all the people
Sharing all the world... You...

Romans Ch. 2
You may say I'm a dreamer
But I'm not the only one
I hope someday you'll join us
And the world will live as one

----------OOOOOOOO----------

Now , of course , I don’t want to imagine
there is no heaven, nor do I feel
comfortable with the thought of no
religion. But I do understand what
Lennon was getting at as he felt that
religions and nationalism were often the
root causes of wars and conflicts.

But just imagine a world where there
truly is a brotherhood of man sharing all
the world. As Louis Armstrong said that
really would be “a wonderful world!”

----------------OOOOOOOOO-----------

My Bible reading this week is taken
from Romans Chapter 2 reading from
verse 1. I’ve chosen this passage as I
fell it fits well with the hopes and
aspirations expressed by Lennon in
“Imagine.” We must all try to live our
lives by following in the footsteps of our
Lord Jesus and doing good wherever
we go on our journey through life. If we
all did that, then perhaps we would then
all “live as one” and Lennon would not
be a dreamer!

1 Do you, my friend, pass judgment on
others? You have no excuse at all,
whoever you are. For when you judge
others and then do the same things
which they do, you condemn yourself.
2 We know that God is right when he
judges the people who do such things
as these.
3 But you, my friend, do those very
things for which you pass judgment on
others! Do you think you will escape
God's judgment?
4 Or perhaps you despise his great
kindness, tolerance, and patience.
Surely you know that God is kind,
because he is trying to lead you to
repent.
5 But you have a hard and stubborn
heart, and so you are making your own
punishment even greater on the Day
when God's anger and righteous
judgments will be revealed.
6 For God will reward each of us
according to what we have done.
7 Some people keep on doing good,
and seek glory, honour, and immortal
life; to them God will give eternal life.
8 Other people are selfish and reject
what is right, in order to follow what is
wrong; on them God will pour out his
anger and fury.
9 There will be suffering and pain for
all those who do what is evil, for the
Jews first and also for the Gentiles.
10 But God will give glory, honour, and
peace to all who do what is good.
-----------OOOOOOOOOOOO---------

Hymn 294 On Christmas Night
1 On Christmas night all Christians
sing,
to hear the news the angels bring,
on Christmas night all Christians sing,
to hear the news the angels bring,
news of great joy, news of great mirth,
news of our merciful King’s birth.

2 Still through the cloven skies they
come

2 Then why should we on earth be so
sad,
since our Redeemer made us glad,
then why should we on earth be so
sad,
since our Redeemer made us glad,
when from our sin he set us free,
all for to gain our liberty?

they bend on hovering wing,

3 When sin departs before his grace,
then life and health come in its places;
when sin departs before his grace,
then life and health come in its place;
heaven and earth with joy may sing,
all for to see the new-born King.

whose forms are bending low,

4 All out of darkness we have light,
which made the angels sing this night;
all out of darkness we have light,
which made the angels sing this night;
'Glory to God, on earth be peace,
goodwill to all shall never cease.'

with peaceful wings unfurled,
and still their heavenly music floats
o'er all the weary world;
above its sad and lowly plains,

and ever o'er its Babel sounds
the blessed angels sing.

3 And ye, beneath life's crushing load,

who toil along the climbing way
with painful steps and slow,
look now! for glad and golden hours
come swiftly on the wing.
O rest beside the weary road,
and hear the angels sing!

4 For lo! the days are hastening on,
----------------OOOOOOO---------------

by prophet seen of old,

Hymn 303 It came upon the
midnight clear

when with the ever-circling years

1 It came upon the midnight clear,
that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth

shall come the time foretold
when peace shall over all the earth
its ancient splendours fling,

to touch their harps of gold:

and the whole world send back the
song

"Peace on the earth, good will to men,

which now the angels sing.

from heaven's all-gracious King."
The world in solemn stillness lay,
to hear the angels sing.

-----------OOOOOOOOO-----------

Let us pray

Dear Lord as we draw ever closer to the
wonderful day, we ask your blessings
upon us and ask that you continue to
guide us in your ways, help us to live life
as we should, support us in times of
trouble and strife, comfort us in times of
sadness and mourning, and continue to
walk beside us as we journey through
life.
We give thanks for your good gifts that
surround us. Help us to appreciate all
that we have and all that we hold so that
we might know the true value of
friendship, the true value of loving one’s
neighbour and the true value of living in
harmony and peace with one another.
We give thanks for our loved ones and
our families. Bless then and keep them
safe.
We ask you blessing upon our Church
family and especially on Jenny, Paula
and Sonia.
Finally, dear Lord we pray for your help
and guidance so that one day we might
all live as one.

Amen.

Benediction

The peace of God be in your heart
The grace of God be in your words
The love of God be in your hands
The joy of God be in your soul
and in the song that your life sings.

------------OOOOOOOOOOO---------

Until next week, stay safe, keep healthy
and imagine a better world!

Next week’s reflection will be issued on
Christmas Eve and will be a “watchnight
reflection”
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