Pause for Reflection
30 October 2020
“We will remember them”

Welcome to another Pause for
Reflection
generated
from
my
alphabetical journey across my CD
shelves. I think this is either the 29th or
30th Reflection I have produced and
little did I think in early April that I would
still be ploughing on as we head into
winter!
I’m still on “K” this week with another
track from the wonderful Mark Knopfler.
This week I’ve been preparing to lead
the Acts of Remembrance which are
currently scheduled to take place in a
somewhat truncated form at Birnie and
Pluscarden on Sunday 8th November.

As I undertook some reading and
research, my mind turned to the various
ceremonies and traditions that this
country maintains at this time of year.
The wearing of poppies, the Royal
British
Legion
Festival
of
Remembrance, the various parades in
almost every town and city throughout
the land, the Cenotaph on Sunday
morning in Whitehall, London and so
on.

Each and every one of these “events”
evokes powerful emotions within me
and I’m sure within you too. Sadly, the
vast majority of families across the land
will have lost someone in either 19141918 or 1939-45 or in subsequent
conflicts such as the Falklands, Iran,
Iraq, Northern Ireland troubles and so
on.

It is the case therefore that when we
remember on Remembrance Sunday
and on the 11th of November each year,
we are truly engaged in the
perpetuation of the memories of the
lives and sacrifices of so many men and
women across the years.
“We will remember them” …
When the worship leader utters these
words and there follows an unbroken
silence, that is the time to give thanks
for all the freedoms which we enjoy and
to give thanks for the “ordinary men and
women” who gave so much so that we
might live in peace.

My choice of track today complements
this theme admirably. The track is
"Remembrance Day" and was written
and performed by Mark Knopfler. This
is a beautiful and extremely poignant
song which I urge you to listen to.
You can find it on YouTube ..simply
type in “Remembrance Day by Mark
Knopfler” and you will be offered
various versions. Many of the YouTube
versions are accompanied by excellent
pictures of War Graves, Parades , old
soldiers etc .

I defy you to watch and listen and not
be moved!

So as you read the lyrics below and ,
hopefully, take the opportunity to listen
to the track, I hope that you too take
time to pause and reflect and
“Remember them.”

"Remembrance Day"
Mark Knopfler

We will remember them
Remember them

On your maypole green

Remember them

See the winding morris men
Angry Alfie, Bill and Ken

Time has slipped away

Waving hankies, sticks and books

The Summer sky to Autumn yields

All the earthen roofs

A haze of smoke across the fields
Let's sup and fight another round

Standing at the crease

And walk the stubbled ground

The batsman takes a look around
The boys are fielding on home ground

When November brings

The steeple sharp against the blue

The poppies on Remembrance Day

When I think of you

When the vicar comes to say
Lest we forget our sons

Sam and Andy
Jack and John

We will remember them

Charlie, Martin

Remember them

Jamie, Ron

Remember them

Harry, Stephen
Will and Don

We will remember them

Matthew, Michael

Remember them
Remember them

On and on
-----------00000000---------------We will remember them
Remember them
Remember them

My choice of Bible Reading this week is
a reading from Matthew Ch 5 which I
will be using on Remembrance Sunday.

Matthew Ch 5 vv1-11

My chosen Hymn this week is

1 Jesus saw the crowds and went up a
hill, where he sat down. His disciples
gathered around him,

Hymn 659
Put peace into each other’s hands
written by Fred Kaan

2 and he began to teach them:
3 "Happy are those who know they are
spiritually poor; the Kingdom of heaven
belongs to them!
4 "Happy are those who mourn; God
will comfort them!
5 "Happy are those who are
humble; they will receive what God
has promised!
6 "Happy are those whose greatest
desire is to do what God requires; God
will satisfy them fully!
7 "Happy are those who are merciful to
others; God will be merciful to them!
8 "Happy are the pure in heart; they
will see God!

Put peace into each other's hands
and like a treasure hold it;
protect it like a candle flame,
with tenderness enfold it.

Put peace into each other's hands
with loving expectation;
be gentle in your words and ways,
in touch with God's creation.

Put peace into each other's hands,
like bread we break for sharing;

9 "Happy are those who work for
peace; God will call them his children!
10 "Happy are those who are
persecuted because they do what God
requires; the Kingdom of heaven
belongs to them!
11 "Happy are you when people insult
you and persecute you and tell all
kinds of evil lies against you because
you are my followers.

look people warmly in the eye:
our life is meant for caring.

As at communion, shape your hands
into a waiting cradle;
the gift of Christ receive, revere,
united round the table.

Put Christ into each other's hands,
----------ooooooooooooooooooooooo---------

he is love's deepest measure;
in love make peace, give peace a
chance
and share it like a treasure.

Although we are a week away from
Remembrance Sunday, I hope that you
will appreciate the various elements of
my reflection this week and that you can
find time to pause your own busy lives
for a few minutes to engage in your own
reflections as we lead up to the 8th and
11th of November.

The last post
I never fail to be affected every time I
hear the last post being played and we
are privileged to have Blair, our very
talented organist, able to play the Last
Post on his trumpet on Sunday 8th.

a very present help in trouble.

In the meantime however, as another
“plug” for Mark Knopfler, I recommend
you go back on to YouTube and type in
“Mark Knopfler Last Post” and there you
will be treated to a truly wonderfully
emotive guitar version which will bring a
tear to a glass eye!

We commit ourselves to work

Until next week, take care and

Let us pray

God is our refuge and strength;

“Remember them”

in penitence and faith
for reconciliation between the nations,
that all people may, together,

Benediction

live in freedom, justice and peace.

God grant to the living grace,
to the departed rest,

We pray for all

and to us and all God’s servants,

who in bereavement, disability and pain

life everlasting.

continue to suffer the consequences of

And the blessing of God Almighty,

fighting and terror.

Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with
you all

We remember with thanksgiving and
sorrow
those whose lives,
in world wars and conflicts past and
present,
have been given and taken away.

Amen

and remain with you always.

Amen

Alistair Session Clerk B/P 30/10/2020

