Pause for Reflection
6 November 2020

Through these fields of destruction
Baptisms of fire
I've witnessed your suffering

Lest we forget.

As the battle raged higher

Welcome to this week’s reflection which
is
entirely
dedicated
to
the
remembrance of all those who made
the ultimate sacrifice in years gone by
so that we might live in peace and free
from oppression.

And though they did hurt me so bad

This week I have chosen another track
by Mark Knopfler which I find so
emotive, meaningful, and thoughtprovoking. I trust you will understand
why when you read the lyrics below in
“Brothers in Arms. “

There's so many different worlds

This song was released in 1985 and the
accompanying video shows images of
the World War I, which corresponds
with the theme of the song about war
and brothers in arms. The song is about
the brotherly bonds forged by the
destructive fire and pains of war.

In the fear and alarm
You did not desert me
My brothers in arms

So many different suns
And we have just one world
But we live in different ones

Now the sun's gone to hell
The moon's riding high
Let me bid you farewell
Every man has to die

Brothers in Arms
These mist covered mountains
Are a home now for me
But my home is the lowlands
And always will be

But it's written in the starlight
And every line in your palm
We're fools to make war
On our brothers in arms
Mark Knopfler

Some day you'll return to
Your valleys and your farms

-----------OOOOOOOOOO-------

And you'll no longer burn
To be brothers in arms

I need say no more nor add any
words.

Let us pray.
Let us pray for all who suffer as a result
of conflict, and ask that God may give
us peace:
for the service men and women who
have died in the violence of war, each
one remembered by and known to God;
May God give peace

O God of truth and justice, we hold
before you those whose memory we
cherish, and those whose names we
will never know.
Help us to lift our eyes above the
torment of this broken world and grant
us the grace to pray for those who wish
us harm.

for those who love them in death as in
life, offering the distress of our grief and
the sadness of our loss;

As we honour the past, may we put our
faith in your future; for you are the
source of life and hope, now and for
ever.

May God give peace

Amen.
----------OOOOOOOOOO----------

for all members of the armed forces
who are in danger this day,
remembering family, friends and all who
pray for their safe return;
May God give peace

for civilian women, children and men
whose lives are disfigured by war or
terror, calling to mind in penitence the
anger and hatreds of humanity;
May God give peace

for peace-makers and peace-keepers,
who seek to keep this world secure and
free;

“They shall grow not old as we that are
left grow old, age shall not weary them
nor the years condemn. At the going
down of the sun and in the morning we
will remember them.”

--------OOOOOOOOOOO------------

“When you go home tell them of us and
say, for your tomorrow, we gave our
today.”

Amen

May God give peace

for all who bear the burden and
privilege of leadership, political, military
and religious; asking for gifts of wisdom
and resolve in the search for
reconciliation and peace.
May God give peace

Until next week
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