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Miracle 19 Jesus Feeds 5,000 plus Women and Children. 

Good Morning or whatever time your reading or 

watching today, well I’ve had a good break down south, 

seeing my family and friends, but strange days still, wearing 

masks shopping now seems to be the norm and hugging a 

thing of the past. I am going to make this the last in our 

mid-week series on the miracles of Jesus, number 19, there 

are 37 in total, so I could go on to the end of the year. I 

thought you might like a wee change, now I am interested in 

religious history and thought it might be good to explore 

some of the places that Jesus visited on his life journey. So 

next week we will start at the very beginning as Julie 

Andrews sang. Bethlehem. 

Back to miracle 19, this is reported in all four Gospel’s 

and I think even in this time, its one difficult to imagine. 

I’m using the version from Johns Gospel, just because, 

Johns Gospel didn’t report many of the miracles he used his 

Gospel to concentrate on the word. 

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand 

6 Sometime after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the 

Sea of Tiberias), 2 and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the 

signs he had performed by healing the sick. 3 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside 

and sat down with his disciples. 4 The Jewish Passover Festival was near. 

5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, 

“Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He asked this only to test him, 

for he already had in mind what he was going to do. 

7 Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages[a] to buy enough 

bread for each one to have a bite!” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+6%3A1%2D15&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26265a
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8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 9 “Here is a boy 

with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so 

many?” 

10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and 

they sat down (about five thousand men were there). 11 Jesus then took the loaves, 

gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He 

did the same with the fish. 

12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces 

that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” 13 So they gathered them and filled twelve 

baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 

14 After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they began to say, “Surely this is 

the Prophet who is to come into the world.” 15 Jesus, knowing that they intended to 

come and make him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself. 

A woman was hosting a dinner party and at the table she asked 

her six-year-old daughter to say grace. “But I wouldn’t know what to 

say,” the girl responded. “Just say what you hear Mummy say,” 

replied the mother. The little girl nodded, bowed her head, and 

prayed, “Dear Lord, why in the world did I invite all these people to 

dinner?”  

How many of us can identify with that mother. The routine of 

cleaning and maintaining all our stuff saps our energy from things 

that bring us joy. The answering machine has seven messages – all of 

them bad. The pressure mounts, and we get frustrated. We get 

tired and irritable. We look around at the demands on us, and say, 

“Oh Lord, why in the world is this on my shoulders?”  

Certainly, Jesus felt that kind of pressure. Everywhere he 

went, crowds pressed in on him, demanding his attention. Today’s 

passage tells the story of Jesus leaving the crowds behind to find 

some time alone. Mark’s account of the story in chapter 6 of his 

gospel tells us that Jesus had compassion on the crowds and taught 

them. Then as the day drew to a close, Jesus seemed to make an 

impossible decision to feed all these people. Thus, Jesus and his 

disciples are faced with an absurd task. I believe that from Jesus’ 
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response, we can draw two principles for facing up to the pressure 

of life: the principles of thanksgiving and abundance.  

John 6:1-10 sets up the story for us. Jesus and his disciples are in 

the midst of their great Galilean ministry. While the other gospels 

focus on this period of Jesus’ ministry, the gospel of John spends 

relatively little time on it. In the midst of this ministry, Jesus takes 

his disciples apart for a break. And then the crowds begin to appear. 

I love the way John states it, “Then Jesus lifted his eyes, and 

seeing a great multitude coming toward him…” It’s like a scene out of 

a movie.  

John tells us that Jesus challenges Phillip with a question: 

“Where shall we buy bread.” But then John informs his readers that 

Jesus said this to test him. This is important. It tells us that in this 

story our role isn’t to identify with Jesus, but rather with Phillip. 

Jesus knew the miracle that was coming. That’s his divine right as 

the Son of God. But it’s not our privilege. We are like Phillip, faced 

with crowds and asked an impossible question.  

Phillip despairs in John 6:7, but then Andrew comes on the scene in 

John 6:8. Andrew has found a small boy who is willing to share his 

lunch: five barley loaves and two fish. But that’s all he has, so 

Andrew too despairs, saying, “What are these among so many?”  

And now Jesus teaches them a lesson. He instructs the 

disciples to direct the crowds to sit. I imagine an air of excited 

anticipation. Perhaps a hush fell over the crowd as they nestled in 

the grass fixing their eyes on Jesus. Jesus took the loaves and gave 

thanks. This seems like an insignificant detail, but John gives us a 

clue that something more important is going on here. In John 10:23 

we read: “Then some boats from Tiberias landed near the place 

where the people had eaten the bread after the Lord had given 

thanks” – not “near the place where the Lord miraculously fed 5000,” 

not “near the place where the Lord worked a great wonder,” but 

“near the place where the people had eaten the bread after the 
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Lord had given thanks.” And so, think about this, what was important 

to John about this miracle was not the supernatural feeding, but 

rather the lesson that Jesus taught about Thanksgiving.  

Think about some of the principles of thanksgiving. First, be 

thankful for what you have. Jesus gives thanks for the five loaves 

and two fish. The miracle hasn’t happened. He offers thanksgiving 

for the blessing that is at hand. Jesus knows full well what is going 

to come, but his disciples and the watching crowd don’t know that. 

All they see is Jesus offering thanks for a meagre meal.  

We all encounter so many discontented people in our lives. You know 

whom I’m talking about – they look like they ate a raw lemon for 

breakfast. You ask them if they like their meal, they always tell you 

about a place that did it better. You ask them about their work, and 

it starts a complaint session on office politics. And speaking of 

politics, don’t even mention it to the discontented, they are non-

partisan in their complaint. These are the people who have all the 

appeal of a plate of cold, lumpy mashed potatoes.  

The worst part is that the discontent can rub us on ourselves. 

Our culture is one of discontent, but Jesus calls us to be thankful 

for what we have. Be thankful that you have a roof over your head. 

Be thankful for the people God brought into your life. Don’t worry 

that they’re flawed because you are too. Be thankful for the food on 

your plate each day. Be thankful for the challenges that force you to 

grow. When the grandchildren have visited and your house looks as if 

a tornado has been through it, “Be thankful for messy 

grandchildren.” Be thankful for what you have.  

Second, not only should we be thankful for what we have, but we 

should realize that gratitude is more action than emotion. I find 

myself crippled by this at times: “I just don’t feel thankful.” But 

notice that Jesus didn’t talk about feeling thankful – he pronounced 

thanks for God’s provision. I remember when I was growing up that 

my mother made me sit down and write thank-you notes the day 
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after Christmas. At the time I didn’t feel thankful – I wanted to go 

out and play with my friends. After all, we only had a few more days 

before Christmas break was over. But mum was trying to teach me 

that an expression of gratitude is important, even if the gift is a 

pair of Christmas socks.  

So often our prayers are characterized by requests, when 

really, they should be characterized by praise and thanksgiving. The 

very act of expressing thankfulness makes us more aware of blessing 

that we receive. And by the way, that thing we do before meals 

when we pray – that is “returning thanks” not “blessing the food.” 

The food is already God’s blessing for us. We are simply returning 

thanks to God for his provision.  

In addition to the principle of thankfulness, there is a principle 

of abundance at play in this text. Let’s look at the connection 

between the two. The abundance is not a direct result of the 

thankfulness. I don’t want any of you thinking this is a formula. 

Rather, we receive abundantly through God’s good pleasure, and the 

abundant blessing comes in his own time. Let’s look at some of the  

principles of abundance:  

First, God’s abundance comes in unexpected ways. None of the 

gospel writers gives us any idea how this miracle happened. Did the 

food miraculously reconstitute itself as it was passed around? Did it 

stretch as each person tore off a hunk? Was it placed in baskets 

that suddenly filled to the rim? We don’t know. We can be sure that 

it was unexpected. Certainly, the disciples didn’t see it coming. We 

saw this same truth in the turning water into wine at the wedding of 

Cana. We saw it again when the whole town of Samaritans came out 

and believed on the testimony of the woman. When Jesus provides 

abundantly, he often does so through unexpected means. Our 

challenge then is to keep our minds open enough to receive the 

abundant blessing when it comes.  
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Second, God’s abundance may be immediate, or it may wait for 

generations. Here we see an immediate blessing of abundance. 

However, remember Genesis 12. God told Abraham that he would 

make him a great nation and that through him all the nations of the 

earth would be blessed. Abraham didn’t live to see the great nation 

of Israel arise. Abraham didn’t live to see the Messiah who would 

bless all the nations of the earth.  

In 1734 a hardy band of Moravian missionaries travelled from 

Germany to the island of St. Croix to set up a mission colony. In the 

first year, ten of the missionaries died. Eleven more came and nine 

died. By 1736, the survivors were recalled to Germany. But more 

missionaries came to St. Thomas, and they continued to come until 

the Indies became a Moravian stronghold. Sometimes it takes many 

years for God’s abundance to appear.  

Third, God’s abundance is not to be wasted. Notice Jesus’ 

instruction in verse 12. He tells his disciples to gather up the 

fragments that nothing might be wasted. That is a fundamental 

principle of abundance: not wasting what you have. There is a 

fundamental sense of good stewardship involved. I feel appalled at 

my own waste of time, energy, resources. How much rubbish one 

household generates. We have been given abundant blessing, and God 

calls us to be wise in our use of the blessing, whether it is time, 

finances, or abilities.  

So, in conclusion, we’ve seen that this passage teaches us the 

principle of thanksgiving and the principle of abundance. I always 

think about the hymn count your blessings count them one by one 

when I think of the word blessings. 

Let’s join together in prayer: 

Heavenly Father, we are in changed times, but you are always there 

in the bad and good times, giving us strength when we are weak. 

Open our eyes to see even in the bad times you are still with us and 



MID WEEK REFLECTION 
as written by Rev Sonia Palmer 9th September 2020 

 

 

to be thankful for all the blessings you have bestowed on us, a roof 

over our heads, food on our tables, clothes on our backs, family, 

friends, our church family, every thing and one you put in our lives to 

give us joy. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


