Pause for Reflection
11 September 2020

"If there's a God in Heaven
(What's He Waiting For)"

Another week has flown past and its
time again for me to offer you some
thoughts upon which to reflect. As
indicated last week, we are still on the
letter “J” and I’m still treating you to
more of Elton John’s music and Bernie
Taupin’s lyrics.
This week’s chosen track is entitled, “If
there’s a God in Heaven…what’s he
waiting for?” This track was on Blue
Moves , the eleventh studio album by
Elton John. It was released in October
1976.
As ever, there are many differing
interpretations of the lyrics and their
possible meanings. I however see this
song as an indictment of poverty and
human suffering, and it poses an ageold question!
Many of you will know of my affiliation
to Manchester United and how much I
enjoy going to Old Trafford to see them
play. Sadly of course, like many other
activities, that has not been possible
since March due to Covid.
When I do go away to Manchester, it is
often for a couple of days and I am in
the company of 4 or 5 other guys who I
have known for many years. In the
“early days” of our trips to Old Trafford
most of these guys expressed surprise
that I was a “churchy type” and they
could not quite get used to me being not
only someone who attends Church, but
also someone who on occasion actually

took the services! Inevitably, over a
period of time they would question me
about my faith and ask me if I “really did
believe in all of that stuff.”
They would also challenge me at times,
especially when something terrible had
happened in the world or someone in
their family had suffered serious illness
or trauma. They would then face me
with the questions…
”So, Alistair, if there really is a God, how
come he/she/it allows such terrible
things to happen to people…how come
there is still famine…how come there is
still poverty…how come there are still
wars and terrorists etc etc etc???”
Now I knew that some of the
questioners were simply “winding me
up” to see what reaction they would get,
and others were becoming very voluble
possibly because of the amount of
alcohol they had imbibed! But over the
years these questions have persisted,
and I have done my best to answer
them. (Not always to the satisfaction of
my interrogators I have to say!)
I think the lyrics in the song this week
are a bit like my pals…they pose
profoundly serious questions and they
put people like you and me, “Churchy
types” on the spot about our beliefs and
our faith.

So, as you read through these lyrics,
ask yourself the questions which I have
been asked many times over the
years…

What answers do you have?

"If there's a God in Heaven
(What's He Waiting For)"
Elton John
Torn from their families
Mothers go hungry
To feed their children
But children go hungry
There's so many big men
They're out making millions
When poverty's profits
Just blame the children
If there's a God in heaven
What's he waiting for
If He can't hear the children
Then he must see the war
But it seems to me
That he leads his lambs
To the slaughter house
And not the promised land
Dying for causes
They don't understand
We've been taking their futures
Right out of their hands
They need the handouts
To hold back the tears
There's so many crying
But so few that hear
If there's a God in heaven
Well, what's he waiting for
If there's a God in heaven
What's he waiting for
---------OOOOOOOOOO----------

You can listen to the track by clicking
the link below;
https://youtu.be/WnoadNUs1gQ

Perhaps my selected Bible readings will
give you some more food for thought as
you reflect on the questions posed by
Elton.

Daniel Ch 2 vv26-44
26 The king said to Daniel (who was
also called Belteshazzar), "Can you tell
me what I dreamed and what it
means?"
27 Daniel replied, "Your Majesty, there
is no wizard, magician, fortune teller, or
astrologer who can tell you that.
28 But there is a God in heaven, who
reveals mysteries. He has informed
Your Majesty what will happen in the
future. Now I will tell you the dream, the
vision you had while you were asleep.
29 "While Your Majesty was sleeping,
you dreamed about the future; and
God, who reveals mysteries, showed
you what is going to happen.
30 Now, this mystery was revealed to
me, not because I am wiser than
anyone else, but so that Your Majesty
may learn the meaning of your dream
and understand the thoughts that have
come to you.
31 "Your Majesty, in your vision you
saw standing before you a giant statue,
bright and shining, and terrifying to look
at.
32 Its head was made of the finest gold;
its chest and arms were made of silver;
its waist and hips of bronze,
33 its legs of iron, and its feet partly of
iron and partly of clay.
34 While you were looking at it, a great
stone broke loose from a cliff without
anyone touching it, struck the iron and

clay feet of the statue, and shattered
them.

not be able to, any more than iron can
mix with clay.

35 At once the iron, clay, bronze, silver,
and gold crumbled and became like the
dust on a threshing place in summer.
The wind carried it all away, leaving not
a trace. But the stone grew to be a
mountain that covered the whole earth.

44 At the time of those rulers the God of
heaven will establish a kingdom that will
never end. It will never be conquered,
but will completely destroy all those
empires and then last forever.

36 "This was the dream. Now I will tell
Your Majesty what it means.
37 Your Majesty, you are the greatest
of all kings. The God of heaven has
made you emperor and given you
power, might, and honor.
38 He has made you ruler of all the
inhabited earth and ruler over all the
animals and birds. You are the head of
gold.
39 After you there will be another
empire, not as great as yours, and after
that a third, an empire of bronze, which
will rule the whole earth.
40 And then there will be a fourth
empire, as strong as iron, which
shatters and breaks everything. And
just as iron shatters everything, it will
shatter and crush all the earlier
empires.
41 You also saw that the feet and the
toes were partly clay and partly iron.
This means that it will be a divided
empire. It will have something of the
strength of iron, because there was iron
mixed with the clay.
42 The toes - partly iron and partly clay
- mean that part of the empire will be
strong and part of it weak.
43 You also saw that the iron was
mixed with the clay. This means that the
rulers of that empire will try to unite their
families by intermarriage, but they will

And Romans Ch 8 vv1-17
1 There is no condemnation now for
those who live in union with Christ
Jesus.
2 For the law of the Spirit, which brings
us life in union with Christ Jesus, has
set me free from the law of sin and
death.
3 What the Law could not do, because
human nature was weak, God did. He
condemned sin in human nature by
sending his own Son, who came with a
nature like our sinful nature, to do away
with sin.
4 God did this so that the righteous
demands of the Law might be fully
satisfied in us who live according to the
Spirit, and not according to human
nature.
5 Those who live as their human nature
tells them to, have their minds
controlled by what human nature
wants. Those who live as the Spirit tells
them to, have their minds controlled by
what the Spirit wants.
6 To be controlled by human nature
results in death; to be controlled by the
Spirit results in life and peace.
7 And so people become enemies of
God when they are controlled by their
human nature; for they do not obey
God's law, and in fact they cannot obey
it.

8 Those who obey their human nature
cannot please God.
9 But you do not live as your human
nature tells you to; instead, you live as
the Spirit tells you to - if, in fact, God's
Spirit lives in you. Whoever does not
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong
to him.

My chosen Hymn this week is
Hy.702, “Lord, in love and perfect
wisdom.”
Lord, in love and perfect wisdom
times and seasons you arrange,
working out your changeless purpose
in a world of ceaseless change;

10 But if Christ lives in you, the Spirit is
life for you because you have been put
right with God, even though your bodies
are going to die because of sin.

you have formed our ancient nation,

11 If the Spirit of God, who raised Jesus
from death, lives in you, then he who
raised Christ from death will also give
life to your mortal bodies by the
presence of his Spirit in you.

to your glory and your praise.

12 So then, my friends, we have an
obligation, but it is not to live as our
human nature wants us to.
13 For if you live according to your
human nature, you are going to die; but
if by the Spirit you put to death your
sinful actions, you will live.
14 Those who are led by God's Spirit
are God's children.
15 For the Spirit that God has given you
does not make you slaves and cause
you to be afraid; instead, the Spirit
makes you God's children, and by the
Spirit's power we cry out to God,
"Father! my Father!"
16 God's Spirit joins himself to our
spirits to declare that we are God's
children.
17 Since we are his children, we will
possess the blessings he keeps for his
people, and we will also possess with
Christ what God has kept for him; for if
we share Christ's suffering, we will also
share his glory.

guiding it through all the days,
to unfold in it your purpose

To our shores remote, benighted,
barrier of the western waves,
tidings in your love you sent us,
tidings of the cross that saves.
Saints and heroes strove and suffered
here your gospel to proclaim;
we the heirs of their endeavour,
tell the honour of their name.
You maintain your ageless purpose
every change and chance above;
still your holy Church is bearing
witness to your changeless love.
Grant us vision, Lord, and courage
to fulfil your work begun;
in the Church and in the nation,
King of kings, your will be done.
----------OOOOOOOOOOOOOO------And there I’ll leave it for this week… I
hope you find plenty to think about!
Alistair Session Clerk B/P 11/9/2020

