
Pause for Reflection 
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The circle of life. 

Welcome to another pause for 

reflection as I continue my alphabetical 

journey through my CD collection. 

We’ve been on this journey for several 

months now and some of you might well 

have expected me to be further through 

the alphabet than the letter “J.” 

However, we are still on “J” this week 

as I continue to offer my thoughts 

related to another track by the 

wonderful Elton John. 

This week I have chosen a track from  

Disney's 1994 animated film, The Lion 

King. The Circle of Life was composed 

by Elton John, with the lyrics by Tim 

Rice.  

I’m sure most of you will either have 

seen the film, or at least will be aware 

of the story, and this track tells quite 

simply of the journey of life from one 

generation to another. 

But, as ever with Elton John songs, I 

think there is a lot more to the lyrics than 

perhaps first meets the eye. 

I think too that there are several 

important messages in these lyrics for 

us as Christians, not least about how 

we should try to lead and live our lives.  

So read through the lyrics and start 

reflecting as you do so… 

 

You can listen to Elton performing the 

track by clicking the link below; 

https://www.bing.com/videos/searc

h?q=circle+of+life+lkyrics&docid=6

07995879790939387&mid=A75B6F0

A39A5598267A0A75B6F0A39A5598

267A0&view=detail&FORM=VIRE 

 

 

 

Circle of Life 

Elton John  

From the day we arrive on the planet 

And blinking, step into the sun 

There's more to be seen than can ever 

be seen 

More to do than can ever be done 

Some say eat or be eaten 

Some say live and let live 

But all are agreed as they join the 

stampede 

You should never take more than you 

give 

In the circle of life, it's the wheel of 

fortune 

It's the leap of faith, it's the band of 

hope 

Till we find our place on the path 

unwinding 

In the circle, the circle of life 

Some of us fall by the wayside 

And some of us soar to the stars 

And some of us sail through our 

troubles 

And some have to live with the scars 

There's far too much to take in here 

More to find than can ever be found 

But the sun rolling high through the 

sapphire sky 

Keeps great and small on the endless 

round 

 

------------OOOOOOOOOOO-------------- 
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As I say, many important messages in 

these lyrics. Let’s take a closer look at 

some of them. 

• From the day we arrive on the 

planet…there's more to be seen 

than can ever be seen 

More to do than can ever be 

done 

How true is that for all of us? Our whole 

journey through life is fleeting and no 

doubt we can list several matters which 

we know we should or could have done 

but have never got round to addressing. 

• Some of us fall by the wayside 

and some of us soar to the stars 

Again, how true!  In fact I would 

probably go further and say that at 

some time in our lives all of us fall by 

the wayside whether by accident or 

choice. Of course, all of us can also 

point to successes in our lives and our 

many achievements as we “soared to 

our own personal stars.” 

• And some of us sail through our 

troubles 

And some have to live with the 

scars 

This is another very pertinent set of 

lines for all of us as we travel on our life 

journey. Sadly, many of us will have 

“scars” with which we continue to live . 

Mental and emotional scars which afflict 

us and drain our energies. 

 

• You should never take more 

than you give 

For me, this is one of the most powerful 

lines in this entire song. What better 

grounding for life could one have than 

following this instruction? 

 

• In the circle of life It's the leap of 

faith, it's the band of hope 

and for us of course, life and our 

journey through it is a “leap of faith.” 

Our faith gives us some of the 

answers, it also gives us comfort on 

our journey. Our faith also enables 

us to come to terms with the events 

we face throughout our lives and to 

make sense of many of them. But of 

course we do not ever have all of the 

answers and there remain many 

mysteries to be explored and 

uncovered in our faith journey.  

As Elton John and Tim  Rice put it… 

 

There's far too much to take in 

here 

More to find than can ever be 

found 

 

 

As we continue then on our Circle of 

Life let us turn to scripture for some 

more words upon which to reflect. 

 

Lamentations Ch 3 vv 22-33 

22 The Lord's unfailing love and mercy 
still continue,  
23 Fresh as the morning, as sure as 
the sunrise.  
24 The Lord is all I have, and so in him 
I put my hope.  
25 The Lord is good to everyone who 
trusts in him,  
26 So it is best for us to wait in 
patience - to wait for him to save us -  
27 And it is best to learn this patience 
in our youth.  
28 When we suffer, we should sit 
alone in silent patience;  



29 We should bow in submission, for 
there may still be hope.  
30 Though beaten and insulted, we 
should accept it all.  
31 The Lord is merciful and will not 
reject us forever.  
32 He may bring us sorrow, but his 
love for us is sure and strong.  
33 He takes no pleasure in causing us 
grief or pain.  
 

and from the New Testament. 

1st letter from Peter Ch. 1 vv 3-12 

3 Let us give thanks to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
Because of his great mercy he gave us 
new life by raising Jesus Christ from 
death. This fills us with a living hope,  
4 and so we look forward to 
possessing the rich blessings that God 
keeps for his people. He keeps them 
for you in heaven, where they cannot 
decay or spoil or fade away.  
5 They are for you, who through faith 
are kept safe by God's power for the 
salvation which is ready to be revealed 
at the end of time.  
6 Be glad about this, even though it 
may now be necessary for you to be 
sad for a while because of the many 
kinds of trials you suffer.  
7 Their purpose is to prove that your 
faith is genuine. Even gold, which can 
be destroyed, is tested by fire; and so 
your faith, which is much more 
precious than gold, must also be 
tested, so that it may endure. Then 
you will receive praise and glory and 
honor on the Day when Jesus Christ is 
revealed.  
8 You love him, although you have not 
seen him, and you believe in him, 
although you do not now see him. So 
you rejoice with a great and glorious 
joy which words cannot express,  
9 because you are receiving the 
salvation of your souls, which is the 
purpose of your faith in him.  

10 It was concerning this salvation that 
the prophets made careful search and 
investigation, and they prophesied 
about this gift which God would give 
you.  
11 They tried to find out when the time 
would be and how it would come. This 
was the time to which Christ's Spirit in 
them was pointing, in predicting the 
sufferings that Christ would have to 
endure and the glory that would 
follow.  
12 God revealed to these prophets 
that their work was not for their own 
benefit, but for yours, as they spoke 
about those things which you have 
now heard from the messengers who 
announced the Good News by the 
power of the Holy Spirit sent from 
heaven. These are things which even 
the angels would like to understand. 
 

---------------OOOOOOOOOO---------- 

 

 

My chosen hymn this week is not one 

that you may recognise but I find the 

words very apposite for this week’s 

reflection. 

 

Hymn 214 –  

New every morning is the love 

1 New every morning is the love 

our wakening and uprising prove; 

through sleep and darkness safely 

brought, 

restored to life and power and thought. 

2 New mercies, each returning day, 

hover around us while we pray; 

new perils past, new sins forgiven, 

new thoughts of God, new hopes of 

heaven. 



3 If on our daily course our mind 

be set to hallow all we find, 

new treasures still, of countless price, 

God will provide for sacrifice. 

4 The trivial round, the common task, 

will furnish all we need to ask, 

room to deny ourselves, a road 

to bring us daily nearer God. 

5 Only, O Lord, in thy dear love 

fit us for perfect rest above; 

and help us, this and every day, 

to live more nearly as we pray. 

 

-------------------OOOOOOO------------- 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Dear Father, we bring our prayers to 

you again at this time and in doing so 

we ask for your continued love and 

comfort to be with us all. 

As we continue on our journey through 

life and play our part in the Circle of Life, 

we ask for your continued guidance so 

that we might live our lives well… that 

we might never take more than we give. 

 

We know that you are indeed a merciful 

God and that it is through faith that we 

are kept safe. So help us, we pray, to 

constantly renew, refresh and restore 

our faith through our worship, our 

readings, and our reflections. 

 

We pray today for all who are scarred 

by life events. Be with them, soothe 

their troubled minds and heal their 

mental scars. Reassure them that they 

too will, in time, sail through these 

troubles and reach calmer waters in life.  

We pray for all who are lonely, stressed, 

anxious and fearful. Surround them 

with your love and comfort and give 

them strength to face their worries and 

overcome their loneliness. 

We give thanks for all who care for us 

and love us , in our own family circles 

and in the wider circles of friends and 

Church families. 

 

And finally Dear Lord,  

in thy dear love 

fit us for perfect rest above 

and help us, this, and every day, 

to live more nearly as we pray 

Amen. 

 

Benediction 

May the love of the father 

The tenderness of the son  

and the presence of the spirit  

gladden your heart  

and bring peace to your soul 

this day and all days. 

Amen 

 

Until next week --- I’ll leave you 

wondering if I’ll choose yet more from 

Elton John! 

 

 

Alistair Session Clerk B/P 18/9/2020 


