
Pause for Reflection 

4 September 2020 

 

“Let us strive to find a way to make all 

hatred cease” 

Welcome to this week’s reflection which 

again features the letter “J” and Elton 

John. Last weekend, Radio 2 broadcast 

a number of programmes to celebrate 

and commemorate the famous Martin 

Luther King speech, “ I have a dream.” 

Many of you will have heard me speak 

on this theme and speak about Martin 

Luther King in several Church services 

which I have been privileged to lead 

over the years. 

Sadly however the issues of racism and 

particularly anti-black actions in 

America continue to dominate the 

headlines with yet another police 

shooting of a black man. I keep praying 

that people will cease these racist acts 

but I have to admit my deep 

disillusionment when I read in the 

newspapers a couple of days ago that 

the man, Jacob Blake, was paralysed 

from the waist down as  a result of the 

multiple gunshot wounds inflicted upon 

him by police. If that was not bad 

enough, I then read that Jacob was 

handcuffed to his hospital bed as he 

was a “suspect in a crime!” 

Sadly, protesters then engaged in 

violent and unruly actions which led in 

turn to another two people being shot. 

When reading all of this and sitting back 

thinking about it, I recalled another of 

my favourite Elton John songs which I 

thought would be appropriate for this 

week’s reflection. 

 

 

 

 

The song is entitled “Border Song” but 

is sometimes known as “Holy Moses,” 

the reason for which will be obvious 

when you read the lyrics below. 

This gospel type song was written by 

the fledgling team of Elton John and 

Bernie Taupin and released as the first 

single from Elton's second album, in 

August 1970.  

Bernie Taupin (writer) claims that the 

song is about nothing in particular. 

Elton however says that it is about how 

alienated Bernie felt in London at the 

time ("Brand of people who ain't my 

kind") and his desire to visit home as 

much as he could. 

Elton actually wrote the last verse of the 

song. In the 1975 publication “A 

Conversation with Elton John and 

Bernie Taupin,” by Paul Gambaccini, 

Elton said he wrote the last verse 

because it was only two verses long 

and needed a third.  

As ever, there are many different 

interpretations of the meaning of songs 

but I do not think anyone can be in any 

doubt about the meaning of the last 

verse. It is quite clearly about racism 

and the desire to live in peace as one 

world regardless of colour! It is also 

clearly about a wish that all would strive 

to find a way to make all hatred cease. 

So as you read the lyrics below, 

perhaps you too will turn your thoughts 

to the need to strive for peace, to rail 

against racism and to stand up for what 

we know is right. 

 

 



Border Song 

Elton John 

Holy Moses I have been removed 

I have seen the spectre he has been 

here too 

Distant cousin from down the line 

Brand of people who ain't my kind 

Holy Moses I have been removed 

 

Holy Moses I have been deceived 

Now the wind has changed direction 

and I'll have to leave 

Won't you please excuse my frankness 

but it's not my cup of tea 

Holy Moses I have been deceived 

 

I'm going back to the border 

Where my affairs, my affairs ain't 

abused 

I can't take any more bad water 

Been poisoned from my head down to 

my shoes 

 

Holy Moses I have been deceived 

Holy Moses let us live in peace 

Let us strive to find a way to make all 

hatred cease 

There's a man over there 

What's his colour I don't care 

He's my brother let us live in peace 

He's my brother let us live in peace 

He's my brother let us live in peace 

 

I hope you can discern the alienation 

which Elton talks about Bernie feeling. 

In various books about Elton and 

Bernie, they often refer to the loneliness 

and feeling of being an “outsider” which 

Bernie experienced in London. He talks 

about the life in London not “being my 

cup of tea” and the feeling that his life 

was not his own when he writes about 

his “affairs being abused” and the 

feeling that he has “been deceived.” 

Then in the final verse, written by Elton, 

we are urged to “strive to find a way to 

make all hatred cease.” 

 

You can listen to Elton and his band 

performing this song by clicking the link 

below: 

https://youtu.be/Lm7b-32Mpbs 

-------------OOOOOOOO-------------- 

 

I have chosen two Bible readings this 

week which I find relevant to my 

thoughts…I hope you do too! 

 

Bible Readings 

Colossians Ch. 4 VV 12-17 

 

12 You are the people of God; he 
loved you and chose you for his own. 
So then, you must clothe yourselves 
with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness, and patience.  
13 Be tolerant with one another and 
forgive one another whenever any of 
you has a complaint against someone 
else. You must forgive one another 
just as the Lord has forgiven you.  

https://youtu.be/Lm7b-32Mpbs


14 And to all these qualities add love, 
which binds all things together in 
perfect unity.  
15 The peace that Christ gives is to 
guide you in the decisions you make; 
for it is to this peace that God has 
called you together in the one body. 
And be thankful.  
16 Christ's message in all its richness 
must live in your hearts. Teach and 
instruct one another with all wisdom. 
Sing psalms, hymns, and sacred 
songs; sing to God with thanksgiving in 
your hearts.  
17 Everything you do or say, then, 
should be done in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, as you give thanks 
through him to God the Father.  
 

 

Galatians Ch 5 vv 1-10 

 My friends, if someone is caught in 
any kind of wrongdoing, those of you 
who are spiritual should set him right; 
but you must do it in a gentle way. And 
keep an eye on yourselves, so that 
you will not be tempted, too.  
2 Help carry one another's burdens, 
and in this way you will obey the law of 
Christ.  
3 If you think you are something when 
you really are nothing, you are only 
deceiving yourself.  
4 You should each judge your own 
conduct. If it is good, then you can be 
proud of what you yourself have done, 
without having to compare it with what 
someone else has done.  
5 For each of you have to carry your 
own load.  
6 If you are being taught the Christian 
message, you should share all the 
good things you have with your 
teacher.  
7 Do not deceive yourselves; no one 
makes a fool of God. You will reap 
exactly what you plant.  

8 If you plant in the field of your natural 
desires, from it you will gather the 
harvest of death; if you plant in the 
field of the Spirit, from the Spirit you 
will gather the harvest of eternal life.  
9 So let us not become tired of doing 
good; for if we do not give up, the time 
will come when we will reap the 
harvest.  
10 So then, as often as we have the 
chance, we should do good to 
everyone, and especially to those who 
belong to our family in the faith. 
 

----------------OOOOOOO--------------- 

 

 

My choice of Hymn this week will come 

as no surprise but I’m sure you will 

enjoy it never the less. 

 

Hymn 710 

I have a dream. 

 

“I have a dream”, a man once said, 

“where all is perfect peace; 

where men and women, black and 

white, 

stand hand in hand, and all unite 

in freedom and in love.” 

 

But in this world of bitter strife 

the dream can often fade; 

reality seems dark as night, 

we catch but glimpses of the light 

Christ sheds on humankind. 

 

Fierce persecution, war, and hate 

are raging everywhere; 

God calls us now to pay the price 

through struggles and through sacrifice 

of standing for the right. 

 



So dream the dreams and sing the 

songs, 

but never be content: 

for thoughts and words don’t ease the 

pain: 

unless there’s action, all is vain; 

faith proves itself in deeds. 

 

Lord, give us vision, make us strong, 

help us to do your will; 

don’t let us rest until we see 

your love throughout humanity 

uniting us in peace. 

 

----------OOOOOOOO------------- 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Dear God, we bring our prayers to you 

this day with a fervent hope that man 

may learn to live in peace with his fellow 

man and that race, colour and creed 

prove to be irrelevant and cease to be 

barriers to peaceful co-existence. 

 

We pray for peace in this world of ours 

and pray that we find a way to make all 

hatred cease. 

 

We pray too that no one feels isolated, 

alienated or lonely and that all can live 

in harmony.  

 

We pray especially today for those 

caught up in racial hatred and tensions. 

Be with them and reassure them that 

one day they will see 

your love throughout humanity 

uniting us in peace. 

We pray for all who are lonely at this 

time. Be with them and surround them 

with your love, compassion, and care.  

 

We pray for those who mourn. Comfort 

them and bring them through this time 

of darkness. 

 

We pray for all who are ill at home, or in 

hospital or care homes. We give thanks 

for all those who care for the sick and 

tend to their needs. Be with them all and 

let them know how much they are loved 

and appreciated. 

We pray for all in our own families, our 

special loved ones. We give thanks for 

their support and continuing love for us. 

 

Finally, dear Lord, we pray for all in our 

Church family. Bring us strength and 

reassure us of your undying love for us. 

 

Amen 

 

Benediction 

The Lord bless you and keep you 

The Lord make his face to shine upon 

you and be gracious unto you 

The Lord lift up his countenance upon 

you and give you peace. 

Amen 

 

 

Until next week (spoiler alert!!! … it will 

be another Elton John song) 

Alistair Session Clerk B/P 4/9/2020 


