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Miracle 17: Jesus Heals a Man who is Unable to Speak. 

 

Good Evening , or what time your watching or reading about this 

miracle 17 which is only found in Matthews Gospel and follows the 

miracle of the healing of the two blind men. I hope you are all well 

and safe this week and weren’t too troubled with the storm last 

night, but at least the garden doesn’t need watering today, another 

little miracle from God. So, lets read the word of the Lord. 

Matthew 9: 32 to 34. 

32 While they were going out, a man who was demon-possessed and 

could not talk was brought to Jesus. 33 And when the demon was 

driven out, the man who had been mute spoke. The crowd was 

amazed and said, “Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.” 

34 But the Pharisees said, “It is by the prince of demons that he 

drives out demons.” 

Let’s try and unlock the meaning of this passage. 

 One of the greatest questions facing our society are those 

concerning Jesus Christ. Who is He and what does that mean to me 

personally? These have always been the paramount questions of life. 

It was true when Jesus walked the earth. As we see in  Matthew 

9:27-34. 

In this section, Matthew has been building his case that Jesus is the 

Messiah, God in human flesh, because He has authority to do that 

which only belongs to God Himself. Jesus has authority to heal the 

sick and diseased. He has authority to control nature, and the 

supernatural must also do His bidding. He has authority to forgive 

sins. He even has authority over death for He raised the dead back 

to life.  Jesus’ Authority Over Death. We have seen all of that in 

the passages preceding this one for this this miracle. Jesus is the 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%209.27-34
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%209.27-34
https://gracebibleny.org/jesus_authority_over_death_matthew_9_18_26_28_1_10
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Messiah. He is God in human flesh. That is who Jesus is, but what 

does that mean to you personally? 

The second and more common response to Jesus’ ministry is found in 

Matthew 9:32 to 34. 

As the two men who had been blind leave rejoicing, a man who was 

dumb due to demonization was brought to Jesus. The inability to 

speak could occur from a variety of sources, but in this case the 

cause was clear. The man was demonized and therefore in need of 

Jesus’ help. Jesus helps the man by casting out the demon and thus 

releasing the man from the bondage he had been in, and he regained 

his ability to speak. This man is a demonstration of God’s general 

goodness to men including men who do not seek after God 

themselves. 

There are several notable contrasts between this man and the two 

men who had been blind. First, the two blind men were the focus of 

the passage they are talked about. The dumb man is nearly incidental 

to what occurs. He is passive. There is no action on his part. Second, 

the blind men sought after Jesus. This man had to be brought. It 

would seem that the two blind men would have needed the help, not a 

man who could not speak. This demonstrates that he was either 

indifferent or somewhat resistant to Jesus. Third, the blind men 

demonstrated and stated their beliefs and their faith in Jesus. 

Nothing is said about the belief or the faith of this man. Fourth, the 

two previous blind men made known to all who Jesus was and what He 

had done for them. The previously speechless man is only recorded 

as speaking. What he said is unknown. 

The response though that needs to be noted is that of the crowd, 

not the dumb man, for there is not really anything said about his 

response. We find the crowd is amazed by all of it. And well they 

should have been, for on that day Jesus had healed the woman with 

the issue of blood, raised Jairus’ daughter from the dead, given 

sight to the two blind men, and cast out the demon from the dumb 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%209.32
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man. So, it is the crowd that marvels and says, “Nothing like this was 

ever seen in Israel,” and not only in Israel, but anywhere in the 

world. 

Certainly, Israel had seen the miracles during Moses’ day including 

the ten plagues on Egypt, the crossing of the Red Sea, and the many 

miracles in the wilderness. There were the military victories under 

Joshua and the judges that came directly at the hand of God such as 

Jericho, the sun standing still, etc. There were also the miracles of 

Elijah and Elisha including physical healings and the raising of the 

widow’s son from the dead. But never had so many significant 

miracles occurred in such a short period of time by one man. Nothing 

like this had ever been seen before and they were amazed. But we 

find throughout the gospel accounts that the crowd’s amazement did 

not turn into personal faith in Jesus. They had fickle “faith” for 

short periods, but they soon changed their minds. Several times 

Jesus rebukes the crowd for seeking the miracles and not Him. In 

John 6:26, 27 Jesus says to them, “Truly, truly I say to you, you 

seek Me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate of the 

loaves, and were filled.” They followed Jesus for the free food and 

the entertainment of the miracles. There are many so called 

“evangelists” who attract their crowds through the same methods 

today. The tragedy is that many of these people fleece the flock 

instead of feeding the flock. 

The fickleness of the crowds is most clearly seen during the final 

week of Jesus’ life. On Palm Sunday, Jesus entered Jerusalem with 

the people putting down palm branches and their coats before Him 

while shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed is He who 

comes in the name of the Lord; hosanna in the highest.” Yet five 

days later they are shouting, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” 

Most people believe that Jesus was a good person and they would 

not purposely malign Him, yet they do so because they do not believe 

Him to be the Messiah, God in human flesh come to save mankind 

from their sins by being a substitutionary sin offering. They marvel 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%206.26
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%206.27
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at His teaching and His life, but they do not follow Him. They pick 

His teachings apart and do what they want. Jesus said that “He who 

is not for Me is against Me.” There were amazed, but indifferent, 

and therefore bound for hell. 

BLASPHEMY Matthew 9:34 

The third response to Jesus’ ministry is by those who are openly 

against Him. The open response of blasphemy. We find this in verse 

34, “But the Pharisees were saying, ‘He casts out the demons by the 

ruler of the demons.” 

Since they could not refute what had happened, they denied the 

means by which it occurred. They blasphemed and called what Jesus 

did in holiness a work that was in a league with Satan. They called 

what was good, evil. 

The committed unbeliever will not believe, for no fact or reason, no 

matter how obvious and convincing, can enlighten him. You cannot 

debate someone into the kingdom simply because a person who is 

dedicated to darkness refuses to see the light, regardless of the 

light’s intensity. The only hope of such a person is that their 

spiritual blindness would be lifted, and they will recognize their 

sinfulness, repent, and turn to Jesus.  

There are really only three responses to Jesus, and only one of 

those leads to eternal life. The two blind men exemplify this. They 

knew their need and believe Jesus could rescue them. They cried out 

for His mercy and received it by faith. 

The opposite response is the open criticism and rejection by the 

Pharisees. They condemned themselves to everlasting damnation. 

The dumb man and the crowds were amazed and even received 

temporal benefits from Christ, but their hearts were not turned. 

They were indifferent to His claim and demonstration that He was 

the Messiah. And let’s be clear, a person who praises Jesus but 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%209.34
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rejects Him or ignores and rejects Him is just as damned as those 

who criticize and reject Christ. Any response except the response 

of faith results in hell, not heaven. 

Let join together in Prayer. 

Heavenly Father over this period of change in the world we have 

been exploring Jesus Miracles, we ask you to open our eyes to see 

how Jesus gave us examples on how to be true Christians, our ears 

to hear his word and our mouths to spread that word. We ask you to 

be close and give all pupils going back to school today strength, 

courage and keep them safe, as with all who work in the schools, 

teachers give them patience, dining room staff, cleaning, janitors, be 

close to them all keeping them safe and well.  Amen 

 I leave you with a question, what is your response to Jesus? 

 

 


