Pause for Reflection
21 August 2020

“Come, sing a song of joy!”

Well here we are almost at the end of
another month in what has been, by any
standards, a very strange year so far.
I don’t intend regurgitating all of the
problems and difficulties we, and
countless others, have been faced with
since the start of the year and the
emergence of COVID-19, because I
suspect you, like me, are getting just a
wee bit fed up of this and feel the need
and desire to focus our energies and
attention on other matters.
So my alphabetical journey through my
CD collection continues and this week I
have moved on to the letter “I.” The
artist I have chosen to feature this week
is Julio Iglesias and I once again
imagine that many of you will perhaps
be a little surprised that I have such an
artist in my collection, given the
preponderance of Rock and Blues
elsewhere on the shelves.
However, I have always admired his
wonderfully emotive delivery, the clarity
of his tone and the very relaxing sound
of his voice. In so many ways he
reminds me of my own singing voice
(well in my dreams anyway!!)
Iglesias is a Spanish singer and
songwriter who has sold over 300
million records worldwide in 14
languages and released 80 albums.
According
to
Sony
Music
Entertainment, he is one of the top 5
best-selling music artists in history.

The track I have selected to feature this
week is “Song of Joy” which can be
found on the album “Crazy.” I would
recommend you try to find this track on
YouTube or via Google and listen to it
as not only does Julio sing, but he is
also accompanied by The London
Symphony
Orchestra
and
the
beautifully melodic Ambrosian singers.
They all combine to produce a
wonderfully powerful and emotional
rendition of this song which is set to the
tune of “Ode to joy.”
Ludwig van Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy”
was composed in 1824, in the final
movement of his last, and arguably
most famous, symphony, Symphony
No. 9. The “Ode to Joy” text that
Beethoven used, and slightly modified,
was written by the German poet,
Johann Christoph Friedrich von
Schiller, in the summer of 1785. It was
a celebratory poem addressing the
unity of all mankind.
The version sung by Julio Iglesias is yet
another modified text but conveys the
same meaning. I have included both
Iglesias and Schiller wording below as
I’m sure you will appreciate the
simplicity of the first and the gloriously
poetic construction of the second!
As you read through these (and
perhaps listen to the music at the same
time) I trust you will “get the message”
about the joy of love for one another,
the importance of true friendship for,
and understanding of, one another and
the joy of peace in this world of ours.

Julio Iglesias version
Come, sing a song of joy
For peace shall come, my brother
Sing, sing a song of joy
For men shall love each other
That day will dawn just as sure
As hearts that are pure
Are hearts set free

No man must stand alone
With outstretched hands before him
Reach out and take them in yours
With love that endures forever more
Then sing a song of joy
For love and understanding

Come, sing a song of joy
Of freedom, tell the story
Sing, sing a song of joy
For mankind in his glory

One mighty voice that will bring
A sound that will ring
Forever more
Then sing a song of joy
For love and understanding
Come, sing a song of joy
Of freedom, tell the story
Sing, sing a song of joy
For mankind in his glory

Johann Christoph Friedrich von
Schiller version
O friends, no more of these sounds!
Let us sing more cheerful songs,
More songs full of joy!
Joy! Joy!
Joy, bright spark of divinity,
Daughter of Elysium,
Fire-inspired we tread
Within thy sanctuary.
Thy magic power re-unites
All that custom has divided,
All men become brothers,
Under the sway of thy gentle wings.
Whoever has created
An abiding friendship,
Or has won A true and loving wife,
All who can call at least one soul
theirs, Join our song of praise;
But those who cannot must creep
tearfully
Away from our circle.
All creatures drink of joy
At natures breast.
Just and unjust
Alike taste of her gift;
She gave us kisses and the fruit of the
vine, A tried friend to the end.
Even the worm can feel contentment,
And the cherub stands before God!
Gladly, like the heavenly bodies
Which He sent on their courses
Through the splendour of the
firmament;
Thus, brothers, you should run your
race, Like a hero going to victory!
You millions, I embrace you.
This kiss is for all the world!
Brothers, above the starry canopy
There must dwell a loving father.
Do you fall in worship, you millions?
World, do you know your creator?
Seek Him in the heavens;
Above the stars must he dwell.
----------OOOOOO----------

Bible Reading
Psalm 133
1 How wonderful it is, how pleasant, for
God's people to live together in
harmony!
2 It is like the precious anointing oil
running down from Aaron's head and
beard, down to the collar of his robes.
3 It is like the dew on Mount Hermon,
falling on the hills of Zion. That is where
the Lord has promised his blessing - life
that never ends.
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians Ch3
1 I urge you, then - I who am a prisoner
because I serve the Lord: live a life that
measures up to the standard God set
when he called you. 2 Be always
humble, gentle, and patient. Show your
love by being tolerant with one another.
3 Do your best to preserve the unity
which the Spirit gives by means of the
peace that binds you together. 4 There
is one body and one Spirit, just as there
is one hope to which God has called
you. 5 There is one Lord, one faith, one
baptism; 6 there is one God and Father
of all people, who is Lord of all, works
through all, and is in all. 7 Each one of
us has received a special gift in
proportion to what Christ has given. 8
As the scripture says, "When he went
up to the very heights, he took many
captives with him; he gave gifts to
people." 9 Now, what does "he went up"
mean? It means that first he came down
to the lowest depths of the earth. 10 So
the one who came down is the same
one who went up, above and beyond
the heavens, to fill the whole universe
with his presence. 11 It was he who
"gave gifts to people"; he appointed
some to be apostles, others to be
prophets, others to be evangelists,

others to be pastors and teachers. 12
He did this to prepare all God's people
for the work of Christian service, in
order to build up the body of Christ. 13
And so we shall all come together to
that oneness in our faith and in our
knowledge of the Son of God; we shall
become mature people, reaching to the
very height of Christ's full stature. 14
Then we shall no longer be children,
carried by the waves and blown about
by every shifting wind of the teaching of
deceitful people, who lead others into
error by the tricks they invent. 15
Instead, by speaking the truth in a spirit
of love, we must grow up in every way
to Christ, who is the head. 16 Under his
control all the different parts of the body
fit together, and the whole body is held
together by every joint with which it is
provided. So when each separate part
works as it should, the whole body
grows and builds itself up through love.
17 In the Lord's name, then, I warn you:
do not continue to live like the heathen,
whose thoughts are worthless 18 and
whose minds are in the dark. They have
no part in the life that God gives, for
they are completely ignorant and
stubborn. 19 They have lost all feeling
of shame; they give themselves over to
vice and do all sorts of indecent things
without restraint. 20 That was not what
you learned about Christ! 21 You
certainly heard about him, and as his
followers you were taught the truth that
is in Jesus. 22 So get rid of your old self,
which made you live as you used to the old self that was being destroyed by
its deceitful desires. 23 Your hearts and
minds must be made completely new,
24 and you must put on the new self,
which is created in God's likeness and
reveals itself in the true life that is
upright and holy. 25 No more lying,
then! Each of you must tell the truth to

the other believer, because we are all
members together in the body of Christ.
26 If you become angry, do not let your
anger lead you into sin, and do not stay
angry all day. 27 Don't give the Devil a
chance. 28 If you used to rob, you must
stop robbing and start working, in order
to earn an honest living for yourself and
to be able to help the poor. 29 Do not
use harmful words, but only helpful
words, the kind that build up and
provide what is needed, so that what
you say will do good to those who hear
you. 30 And do not make God's Holy
Spirit sad; for the Spirit is God's mark of
ownership on you, a guarantee that the
Day will come when God will set you
free. 31 Get rid of all bitterness,
passion, and anger. No more shouting
or insults, no more hateful feelings of
any sort. 32 Instead, be kind and
tender-hearted to one another, and
forgive one another, as God has
forgiven you through Christ.

To our shores remote, benighted,
barrier of the western waves,
tidings in your love you sent us,
tidings of the cross that saves.
Saints and heroes strove and suffered
here your gospel to proclaim;
we the heirs of their endeavour,
tell the honour of their name.
You maintain your ageless purpose
every change and chance above;
still your holy Church is bearing
witness to your changeless love.
Grant us vision, Lord, and courage
to fulfil your work begun;
in the Church and in the nation,
King of kings, your will be done.
---------OOOOO----------

Hy 702
Lord in love and perfect wisdom
Lord, in love and perfect wisdom
times and seasons you arrange,
working out your changeless purpose
in a world of ceaseless change;

There’s not much more I can add to the
above words other than to say that, in
spite of all the problems, worries and
difficulties we have all faced this year,
let us never forget the importance of
love for one another, let us never forget
to look out for our fellow men and
women and let us always do so with
Christian love and principles guiding us.

you have formed our ancient nation,
guiding it through all the days,
to unfold in it your purpose
to your glory and your praise.

Alistair Session Clerk B/P

