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 Miracle 14.  

Jesus Heals a woman in the crowd with an Issue of Blood. 

Good evening, afternoon or maybe morning, when ever you are 

finding the time to watch and think about this miracle number 

14 in our series found in Matthew, Mark, and Luke’s gospels 

Today were going to use Mark: 5:21 to 34. Let’s read 

together. 

Jesus Raises a Dead Girl and Heals a Sick Woman 

21 When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side 
of the lake, a large crowd gathered around him while he was by 
the lake. 22 Then one of the synagogue leaders, named Jairus, 
came, and when he saw Jesus, he fell at his feet. 23 He pleaded 
earnestly with him, “My little daughter is dying. Please come 
and put your hands on her so that she will be healed and live.” 
24 So Jesus went with him. 

A large crowd followed and pressed around him. 25 And a 
woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve 
years. 26 She had suffered a great deal under the care of many 
doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better 
she grew worse. 27 When she heard about Jesus, she came up 
behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 28 because she 
thought, “If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed.” 
29 Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body 
that she was freed from her suffering. 

30 At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He 
turned around in the crowd and asked, “Who touched my 
clothes?” 

31 “You see the people crowding against you,” his disciples 
answered, “and yet you can ask, ‘Who touched me?’ ” 
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32 But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. 
33 Then the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came 
and fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him the whole 
truth. 34 He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. 
Go in peace and be freed from your suffering.” 

This is the word of the risen Christ thanks be to God. 

Do you ever feel like the bucket of your life has a hole in it? That it 
leaks faster than you can fill it? No matter what you do, how hard you 
work, where you go, what you try, you just can’t fill it up. Work, play, 
friends, and family all leave you feeling empty, restless, and searching. 
You can’t seem to get enough. The outflow is greater than the inflow. 
You are left drained of life: tired and weak, frustrated, and hopeless, 
angry and resentful, sorrowful and grieving, fearful that you will never 
have the life you want. If you know what that is like, perhaps you 
know the haemorrhaging woman in today’s gospel. 

We don’t know her name. We don’t know where she came from. She 
could be any one of us. She’s anonymous; another face in the crowd. 
What we do know is that she is sick, desperate, and in need. She has 
been bleeding for 12 years. That’s 4,380 days. In all that time no one 
has been able to help her. She’s spent all she had: time, money, energy. 
She’s only gotten worse. Day after day, week after week, month after 
month, year after year it’s always the same. Blood. She’s a walking 
fountain of blood. 

The woman’s condition is more than physical. She’s losing more than 
blood. She’s losing her life, its warmth, vitality, and fruitfulness. That is 
a spiritual matter. Life and death always are. 

At one level this is a story of an individual woman. At another level it 
is the human story. Her story is our story. It is as much about men as it 
is woman. Drained of life, we go through the motions. We’re alive but 
not really living. We feel disconnected, isolated, and alone. 
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Often, we convince ourselves that once this or that happens 
everything will be better. As soon as he changes, as soon as she does 
what I want, as soon as the economy gets better, as soon as I get a new 
job, as soon as I have enough money, as soon as I have more time, as 
soon as I get through this project, as soon as …. We all have our “as 
soon as.” 

I suspect the bleeding women spent many of the last 4,380 days 
thinking, “As soon as.…” Today, however, is different. Something in her 
has changed, shifted. She has heard about Jesus. Maybe she heard 
about his teaching, about him casting out demons, about him healing 
the sick, or about him calming the storm on the sea. 

We don’t know what she heard about Jesus, but it was enough to make 
her believe she is more than a bleeding woman. She would no longer 
wait on others to fix her life. She refused to be identified with the 
circumstances of her life. Today she would reach beyond those 
circumstances and literally take matters into her own hand. 

Deep within she knows, “If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well.” 
No matter how much we bleed, the truth of those words flows through 
our veins. She knows that Jesus offers a life that is “unleakable,” a life 
that can never be drained from her. 

She touched his cloak. In that moment she was transfused with and by 
the power of God. It was enough to touch. The connection was made, 
and a relationship established. Life no longer leaked out of her but 
flowed into her. 

The haemorrhage stopped but the healing continued. “Who touched 
my clothes?” Jesus asked. He was calling her out. He would not allow 
her to remain a nameless face in the crowd. He would not allow her to 
drift off into anonymity. He named her, “Daughter,” and sent her on 
the path of peace. She would no longer be the bleeding woman. She is 
now a daughter. She has an identity, a place, and a relationship. She 
has been healed and made whole. She is now fully alive and free to go 
in peace. 

https://interruptingthesilence.com/2012/01/29/i-have-everything-to-do-with-you-a-sermon-on-mark-121-28-epiphany-4b/
https://interruptingthesilence.com/2012/06/26/peaceful-storms-a-sermon-on-mark-435-41-proper-7b/
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That is the “unleakable” life Jesus offers each of us. We no longer have 
to live drained of life. We too can know ourselves to be called, “Son” or 
“Daughter.” We too can walk the path of peace fully alive. If we but 
touch his clothes we too will be healed. 

Every moment holds before us the opportunity to touch. That means 
we must reach beyond the circumstances of our lives. We can no 
longer live “as soon as” lives. It means we must take matters into our 
own hands. I’m not suggesting that we are in control but that we have 
a choice and a responsibility. Our faith must be active and tangible. 
How do we do that? We begin by looking at the clothes Jesus wears. 

Sometime he drapes himself in silence, solitude, and prayer. 
Sometimes it’s mercy and forgiveness. Sometimes it’s thanksgiving 
and gratitude. Other times it’s compassion and generosity. Always it is 
self-giving love. Self-giving love. The very attributes and 
characteristics of his life are the clothes he wears and the clothes we 
are to touch. 

Wherever you are living drained of life, feeling empty,  don’t  know 
which way to go, just touch the clothes of Christ. Connect to them in 
your own life. Let them transfuse you with his life, his love, and his 
power. Touch and be healed. Touch and be named. Touch and go in 
peace. 

Let us join together in Prayer: 

Let us Pray: Heavenly Father, loving Jesus, help us to have the 
faith of that unnamed woman who had enough faith to touch 
Jesus cloak and know that her life would be changed for the 
better. We have all been going through unusual, tragic, 
frightening times and our faith tanks have sometimes been near 
empty. Fill us all with your Holy Spirit and as your churches 
start to open, be near to those who are frightened to venture 
out of their safe houses. We thank you for all the love that we 
have received from our families and friends, those strangers 
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who have helped those who are alone, lacking in funds to buy 
food, picking up medication for a neighbour any selfless deed. 
We thank you Lord using the words your son taught us to say 
when we pray:- 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 
 

I hope that soon we will be able to gather together able to discuss 
Gods word together and put it into the context of living today. 

Stay safe and well. God Bless. 

Sonia x  

 

 


