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Miracles of Jesus week 11. 

Jesus Raises a Widows Son from the Dead in Nain. 

Luke 7;11-17. 

 

This evening we are looking at Miracle 11, only recoded in Luke’s 

Gospel again we see witness of the power Jesus has been given 

from the father, as we know Luke was a doctor so this would be a 

miracle of significance as how many, doctors would love to have the 

power over death. 

Let’s read together the words of the Lord, we read from Luke 7: 

11-17. 

Jesus Raises a Widow’s Son 

11 Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his 
disciples and a large crowd went along with him. 12 As he 
approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out—
the only son of his mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd 
from the town was with her. 13 When the Lord saw her, his heart 
went out to her and he said, “Don’t cry.” 

14 Then he went up and touched the bier they were carrying him on, 
and the bearers stood still. He said, “Young man, I say to you, get 
up!” 15 The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him 
back to his mother. 

16 They were all filled with awe and praised God. “A great prophet 
has appeared among us,” they said. “God has come to help his 
people.” 17 This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the 
surrounding country. 

This is the word of the risen Christ thanks be to God. 

Today I want to consider another woman we meet in the Bible. She 
doesn’t have a name, but we know she was a widow from Nain (A 
village located 14 kilometres south of Nazareth) whose only son had 
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died. Death had taken away her only source of hope, strength as well 
as protection. There was nothing she could do about it but weep 
bitterly. But then something unexpected happened. A stranger she 
met told her not to weep. The rest is history. 

Certain problems in life make us feel just like this poor widow 
because similar to death these problems are beyond our control. 
However, this miracle shows us that nothing, not even death is 
beyond the control of Jesus. It gives us four convincing reasons to 
take our crippling problems to his presence. I know that many of you 
out there do have problems and keep them well hidden, I’m fine is a 
good cover up, for I am not fine I’m just good at covering it up. The 
face of a clown. 

Implications: 

Right now, you also might be feeling lonely and helpless just like this 
widow. But this miracle teaches Jesus is full of compassion, he will do 
anything to help us, even if it means a loss to him. Compassion is an 
indispensable characteristic of Jesus. The other Gospels bear witness 
to this. (Matthew 9:36; 14:14; 15:32; 20:34; Mark 1:40-41; 6:34). Then 
why not take your problem to him? 

 The Assurance Jesus Gives  

It’s ridiculous to tell a widow who has lost her only family to “not weep”. 
But it’s exactly what Jesus did. He said to the widow “do not weep”. I 
have been in many funerals and seen people attempting to comfort 
the grief-stricken friends and family members of the deceased with 
their words. But Jesus wasn’t attempting to comfort the widow. He 
was giving her assurance that everything will be fine again. 

Today we have Jesus’ assurance in writing, which is the Holy Bible. 
In it, there are many words of assurance. It tells us not to be afraid 
because he is with us (Isaiah 41:10), not to feel anxious because he 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%209.36
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%2014.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%2015.32
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%2020.34
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%201.40-41
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%206.34
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2041.10
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cares for us (1 Peter 5:7) and not to feel sad (1 Thessalonians 5:16-
18). These are just a few. Jesus has given us so much assurance. 
Then why not take your problem to him? 

 Jesus’ Power and the Authority 

Jesus’ act of raising the widow’s son bears a close resemblance to 
Elijah’s act of raising the son of a widow in 1 Kings 17:17-24. In 2 
Kings 4:18-37 Elisha raised a Shunammite woman’s son from the 
dead. But Elijah and Elisha didn’t command the dead to come to life. 
They didn’t have power and authority over the power of death. They 
prayed to the one who had. Jesus, however, commanded the widow’s 
dead son and he immediately came to life. In Luke 8:54-55 he 
commanded Jairus’ dead daughter and she lived. In John 11:43-44 
he commanded Lazarus of Bethany and the dead man returned to life 
instantly. All these miracles are proof of power and authority Jesus 
has over the deadly problems of life. 

Many assurances the world gives us turn out to be empty assurance 
because the world can’t deliver as much as it offers. But Jesus is not 
so. The people at the funeral of Jairus’ daughter laughed at Jesus for 
they thought Jesus is insane (Luke 8:52-53). Martha knew too much 
she didn’t believe when Jesus assured her brother Lazarus will 
rise again (John 11:23-24). But all of them realized how wrong they 
were. Maybe you are feeling the same about me and my Jesus. Why 
not take your problem to him and find out for sure? 

 His Divinity and Presence  

The Bible provides a detailed picture of the crowd’s response to the 
miracle, (Luke 7:16-17).  It’s crucial we understand the significance of 
these responses. If you have systematically surveyed the Bible 
before, you may know that there is a time gap of 400 years between 
the period covered by the Old Testament and the period covered by 
the New Testament. This is called the “Intertestamental Period” 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%205.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%205.16-18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%205.16-18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Kings%2017.17-24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Kings%204.18-37
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Kings%204.18-37
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%208.54-55
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2011.43-44
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%208.52-53
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2011.23-24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%207.16-17
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because during this period God revealed nothing new to his people. 
As a result, people lived in deep spiritual darkness. 

The exclamation “A great prophet has appeared among us!” marks 
the end of the intertestamental period and the long-awaited fulfilment 
of the prophecy in Isaiah 9:2. “The people walking in darkness have 
seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light 
has dawned.” 

The second exclamation “God has come to help his people!” marks 
not only the fulfilment of the prophecy in Isaiah 7:14 but also the 
divinity of Jesus, because Immanuel means “God is with us” 

Right now, maybe you are going through an exceedingly difficult time 
in life and actually doubting the presence of God and his love. If you 
do, please don’t feel guilty. All of us doubt at some point in life (Luke 
7:18-20). But I do want you to know that Psalm 46:1 says this about 
God. “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.” 
People of Nain shouted, “God has come to help his people” because 
they thought God has suddenly remembered them after awfully long 
400 years. But God didn’t forget his people. He never does. He was 
quiet but he wasn’t passive. He was silently preparing the world for 
his arrival, (Matthew 3:1-3). Then at the end of the 400 years, the most 
glorious and the biggest event recorded in human history took place 
when he was born to this world to rescue mankind. 

Likewise, if God seems to be distant in your life now, remember that 
he is about to do something bigger and something glorious in your life, 
through Jesus. Then why not take your problem to Jesus right now. 

In Matthew 18:20 Jesus promised, for where two or three are gathered 
in his name, he will be there with them. The same Jesus who raised 
this widow’s son 2000 years ago is alive and among us even as I 
speak. So please come together in prayer and now experience his 
compassion, the assurance, the power, and authority over your 
situation. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%209.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%207.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%207.18-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%207.18-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2046.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%203.1-3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2018.20
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Let’s join together in prayer: 

Almighty God, you are the only source of health and healing. In 

you there is calm, and the only true peace in the universe. Grant 

to each one of us your children an awareness of your presence 

and give us perfect confidence in you. In all pain and weariness 

and anxiety teach us to yield ourselves to your never-failing care, 

knowing that your love and power surround us, trusting you  
to give us health, strength and peace when your time is best; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing: 

If there is righteousness in the heart, 
If there is righteousness in the heart, 
there will be beauty in the character. 
If there is beauty in the character, 
there will be harmony in the home. 
If there is harmony in the home, 
there will be order in the nation. 
If there is order in the nation, 
there will be peace in the world. 
So let it be. 

(Scottish Blessing) 

  

 

 


