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Miracle 9. 10.9.20.    Jesus Heals a Paralytic.    Mark 2: 1-12. 

Good evening well here we are in week 9, who would have 

thought at the end of February we would all be sharing this 

awful experience. But I think as we start thinking negatively, we 

need to turn it around to a positive experience, we will never 

forget to wash our hands again and how great faith can get you 

through any challenge. This evening we will be looking at 

Marks interpretation of this miracle that is recorded in both 

Matthew and Luke’s gospels, a story of great faith from more 

than one man. 

Let’s read together Mark 2; 1-12. 

Mark 2:1-12 New International Version (NIV) 

Jesus Forgives and Heals a Paralyzed Man 

2 A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people 

heard that he had come home. 2 They gathered in such large numbers 

that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he preached 

the word to them. 3 Some men came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, 

carried by four of them. 4 Since they could not get him to Jesus because 

of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus by digging 

through it and then lowered the mat the man was lying on. 5 When Jesus 

saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are 

forgiven.” 

6 Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to 

themselves, 7 “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! 

Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 

8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were 

thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these 

things? 9 Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are 

forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’? 10 But I want you to 

know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So, he 

said to the man, 11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 12 He 
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got up, took his mat, and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed 

everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything 

like this!” 

Let’s put this into today’s setting, how many friends would climb up onto 

a roof and make a big hole, somehow get you up to the roof and then 

lower you to the ground gently risking not only the danger of the actual 

climbing the roof, but the wrath of may be the teachers of the law. 

The story of Jesus healing the paralytic man raises the question of what 
the theology of work means for those who the ability do not have to 
work. The paralytic man, prior to this healing, is incapable of self-
supporting work. As such, he is dependent on the grace and 
compassion of those around him for his daily survival. Jesus is 
impressed by the faith of the man’s friends. Their faith is active, showing 
care, compassion, and friendship to someone who was excluded from 
both the financial and relational rewards of work. In their faith, there is no 
separation between being and doing. So many of our volunteers 
showing the same faith in the work they are doing at this present time. 

Jesus sees the men’s  effort as an act of collective faith. “When Jesus 
saw their faith he said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven’” 
(Mark 2:5). Regrettably, the community of faith plays a vanishingly small 
role in most Christians’ work lives in the modern West. Even if we 
receive help and encouragement for the workplace from our church, it is 
almost certain to be individual help and encouragement. In earlier times, 
most Christians worked alongside the same people they went to church 
with, so churches could easily apply the Scriptures to the shared 
occupations of labourers, farmers, and householders. In contrast, 
Western Christians today seldom work in the same locations as others in 
the same church.  

Nonetheless, today's Christians often work in the same types of 
jobs as others in their faith communities. So, there could be an 
opportunity to share their work challenges and opportunities with other 
believers in similar occupations. Yet this seldom happens. Unless we 
find a way for groups of Christian workers to support one another, grow 
together, and develop some kind of work-related Christian community, 
we miss out on the communal nature of faith that is so essential in Mark 
2:3-12. 

https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/Mark%202.5
https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/Mark%202.3-12
https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/Mark%202.3-12
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In this brief episode, then, we observe three things: (1) work is intended 
to benefit those who can’t support themselves through work, as well as 
those who can; (2) faith and work are not separated as being and doing, 
but are integrated into action empowered by God; and 3) work done in 
faith cries out for a community of faith to support it. 

 

Let us Pray together: 

Heavenly Father, your faith community is trying to work together here on 

earth, but we are beginning to feel tired now, trying to stay safe for 

ourselves and others. Those confined in their homes are missing one to 

one human contact, missing a hug from a loved one. Help us to stay 

safe in faith and be the strength for each other to work together in this 

universal fight. At the same times Lord, we need to thank you for all the 

blessings you bestow on us, good health, happiness, love of family and 

friends and the air that we breath. Now we say together the words your 

son taught us to say when we pray:- 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 
 

 


