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The Miraculous Catch of Fish on Lake Gennesaret          Luke 5;1-11 

Good evening. 

Well it’s Wednesday already; yes, folks it’s Wednesday! 

Just confirming - as like many of you - when I wake up, I have to make 

sure what day it is! Lockdown for some, means that every day seems the 

same. 

This evening we are looking at Luke chapter 5, verses 1-11, this miracle 

is only recorded in Luke, so let’s read together. 

Jesus Calls His First Disciples 

1 One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the 
people were crowding around him and listening to the word of God.  
2 He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, 
who were washing their nets.  
3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and 
asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and 
taught the people from the boat.  
4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into 
deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.”  
5 Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and 
haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down 
the nets.”  
6 When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish 
that their nets began to break.  
7 So they signalled their partners in the other boat to come and 
help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they 
began to sink.  
8 When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go 
away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!”  
9 For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of 
fish they had taken,  
10 and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s 
partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on 
you will fish for people.”  
11 So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything, and 
followed him.   Amen. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=luke+5:1-11
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So, what do we see from reading this passage? We see Jesus seeking 

disciples, but first in his role as a preacher, then showing these men that 

he has the power of the father behind him by ruling over the fishes of the 

sea and giving them instructions for their futures. 

 Luke’s Gospel is the only Gospel that records this Miracle, but it’s 

important in Jesus’ story as here we see Jesus preaching to a growing 

crowd and he sees that one man cannot do all this work. Much like the 

ministers today, we have bigger parishes, more than one church, so the 

church officers, assistants and elders help with the work and all through 

this crisis the work they have been doing is invaluable, So he moves out 

into a boat that captures the fisherman’s eye; we see Simon Peter, James 

and John the sons of Zebedee present. 

The fishermen are working hard washing their nets. Jesus knew that 

they hadn’t caught fish that night. He needed to get their attention, so he 

asked them to throw out their nets. They protested: they had had a long 

unsuccessful night, they were tired and despondent. Sometimes do we 

feel like that in faith, when our prayers are not answered, or we don’t see 

that God’s will is another way. But, we need to throw out our empty nets 

and have faith that God will fill them, with blessings. 

Like those nets which were so full they had to share their 

abundance, we have to share our abundance.  Simon Peter is 

overwhelmed; he feels all his past sins come to the forefront. Why was 

this man of God helping them – sinful men. Why does Jesus help us 

sinners? Yes we are all sinners, but because we have such strong faith, 

we know that when we repent we are forgiven. 

So here we see Simon Peter falling to his knees, and the look of fear 

on James and John’s faces.  Jesus says “Do Not Be Afraid!” Those words 

in that same hymn, one of my favourites. Do not be afraid. 

Do Not Be Afraid, For I Have Redeemed You. 

I Have Called You by Your Name; You Are Mine. 

Then Jesus calls the three to join him. Have any of you out there been 

ignoring God’s call? It often comes when your abundance tray is full, so 

you know you need to share. God choses us, and supplies us with the 

gifts to do the job that he wants us to do. He equips us for the job and 

provides more equipment when needed - whoever thought I would have 

connected to you tube? 
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Now let’s think of how we can be Fishers of Men. 

Let us Pray: 

Heavenly Father, you are there for us at all times: in times of abundance, 

times when we have sinned and come to you with a repentant heart, times 

when we are so lost and afraid. You are with us all now as we battle evil 

in the form of a deadly virus. Many have lost family members and are 

feeling angry, lost and are in so much pain. We ask you to be extra close 

to those suffering at this time.  

We thank you for all the blessings and love that you bestow upon us. 

Amen 

 

 

 


