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Prayer Diary Week 3 

Birnie/Pluscarden linked with Elgin 

High Churches 

 Psalm 118:1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good! 

His faithful love endures forever. 

 

You are the King of glory 

You are the Prince of peace 

You are the Lord of heaven and earth 

You're the Son of righteousness 

Angels bow down before You 

Worship and adore for 

You have the words of eternal life 

You are Jesus Christ the Lord 

 

Hosanna to the Son of David 

Hosanna to the King of kings 

Glory in the highest heaven 

For Jesus the Messiah reigns (CMP 790) 

 

Hello Folks 
 
What have you been celebrating in this past week?  Yes, it will have been 
difficult for us all in ways we could not have imagined, but GOD IS GOOD! 
So, what has given you cause to rejoice and give thanks? 
 

Psalm 118:21 I thank you for answering my prayer 

and giving me victory! 

 
As I have spoken to some of you over this past week, you have been telling 
me of neighbours offering to get shopping for you, even though you have 
never considered yourself `vulnerable’. Most of the time YOU care for 
others, and continue to do so, all be it in different ways.  
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Some of you have folk in your neighbourhood, who have been creative in 
keeping the physical distancing without the social distancing.  I have heard 
of exercise classes being held in front gardens, and games that involved 
challenges across neighbourhoods, but keeping to the restrictions of your 
own back yards.   
 

Psalm 118:19-20 Open for me the gates where the righteous enter, 

and I will go in and thank the Lord. 

These gates lead to the presence of the Lord, and the godly enter there. 

(can I suggest keeping your gates closed!) 

 
You will have seen, or no doubt heard, or may be even been involved in 
the online bands and choirs, where someone has just taken it upon 
themselves to share words of popular songs, and set a time where there 
would be, across the world wide web, a sing a long, which lifts the spirit as 
well as the voice, or instrument. 
 

Psalm 118: 24 This is the day the Lord has made. 

We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
So, what has given you cause to smile, laugh out loud and give thanks to 
God in this past week? What is giving you cause to sing praises to God? 
 
Today is Palm Sunday, and it’s a day of rejoicing. Let me remind you of 
what happened… 

Mark 11:8-11a NLT 

Many in the crowd spread their garments on the road ahead of him,  

and others spread leafy branches they had cut in the fields.  

Jesus was in the centre of the procession,  

and the people all around him were shouting, 

 

“Praise God! 

Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Blessings on the coming Kingdom of our ancestor David! 

Praise God in highest heaven!” 

 

So Jesus came to Jerusalem and went into the Temple. 
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The people shouted out `Praise God’ because they recognised that Jesus 
was fulfilling the many prophecies from the Old Testament including form 
Zechariah 9:9 and Psalm 118:26 
 

Psalm 118:26 Bless the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

We bless you from the house of the Lord. 

 
They spoke of David’s kingdom because of the words God spoke to David 
in…  

2 Samuel 7: 12-14a 

For when you die and are buried with your ancestors,  

I will raise up one of your descendants, your own offspring,  

and I will make his kingdom strong.   

He is the one who will build a house—a temple—for my name.  

And I will secure his royal throne forever.  

I will be his father, and he will be my son. 

 
The crowd knew their Old Testament scriptures, they had remembered the 
promises of God, and they were right, in that it would be JESUS who would 
fulfil all these prophecies, unlike all the imposters before him.  They were 
spot on, but, out of their knowledge, they failed to understand. 
 
They had their own ideas about HOW God would act and what Jesus would 
do to secure his kingship and reign forever. This same crowd would shout 
to a very different tune later in the week. 
 
Just like those who were a part of, or who witnessed that victory parade 
into Jerusalem, we to have expectations for what we think God should do 
to make life better, safer and more enjoyable for us all.  Like excited 
spectators, we can’t wait to see the suffering stopped, injustice corrected, 
and prosperity begun again.  
 
However, we like those people on the road to Jerusalem that day, have 
much to learn about Jesus’ death and resurrection. We must not let our 
personal needs and wants overtake the celebration, and then miss the true 
meaning of discipleship.  We must remember that in amongst our 
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excitement and celebration of following Jesus, there are also hardships and 
suffering. We are not immune.   
 

Psalm 118:25 Please, Lord, please save us. 

Please, Lord, please give us success. 

 
As I am writing this, I am aware that things will change for me from 
Monday. The Church of Scotland, as many other organisations and 
businesses, will suffer from a lack of income.  When our buildings are 
closed, money doesn’t come in.  There are not many people who give to 
God through Standing Order and so income is a very real issue. 
 
They are wanting to take advantage of the Job Retention Scheme where, 
the government will pay 80% of someone’s salary, and in the case of the 
CofS they are going to pay the other 20%. For this to work, it means not 
working for 3 weeks and then being under review as to what is needed. 
 
The challenge for me will be that I will be furloughed for at least 3 weeks 
from Monday 6 April and I assure you that I volunteered for this, as it is 
easier for me to be furloughed and receive the help from the government 
than some of our other ministry team. 
 
This was a difficult decision that I made, but the right one, and it will be up 
for review every 3 weeks.  To enable clarity and fairness to the 
government, I will not be able to do `ministry’ for those 3 weeks. Now you 
know very well that being a Christian is not a `job’ and for me ministry is 
not just something that I do – it is who I am. So I may not be able to 
produce this Prayer Diary for 3 weeks (although I hope to have an Easter 
Copy to Ed and Alistair before Mon 6 ready for publishing), although I can’t 
field questions and discussion for Curious Christians, as that is a part of my 
ministry work…however, I am still a member of the congregation, the 
worshiping community. 
 
We may not have been meeting in a church building but we, the people 
are God, ARE the church and we will still do, what God requires us to do. 
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The Church is wherever God's people are praising, 

knowing they're wanted and loved by their Lord. 

The Church is wherever Christ's followers are trying 

to live and to share out the good news of God. 

 

The Church is wherever God's people are seeking 

to reach out and touch folk wherever they are -- 

conveying the Gospel, its joy and its comfort, 

to challenge, refresh, and excite and inspire. (CH4 522) 

 
You will be in the very capable hands of Sonia who will be on hand to 
minister by phone, and of course Jenny, who works fiercely for us all, 
behind the scenes.  
 
Do not worry as all these things will pass and we will have cause to 
celebrate again together in future days.  
 
It has been suggested by 121 that this would be a good time to learn a new 
skill or take up a new hobby, try something different… well due to 
restrictions I’ll shelve thought of training for a marathon at the moment :D  
However, I do hope to be able to report back after my furlough, that I have 
indeed tried, and maybe even succeeded at something new.  
 

Psalm 118:28-29 

You are my God, and I will praise you! 

You are my God, and I will exalt you! 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good! 

His faithful love endures forever. 

 
The disciples had many trials to live through and there would come `Good 
Friday’, which would have seem like the blackest of days to those earlier 
followers – and yet, we know what was to come….. 
 
Now however, is the time to celebrate the wonderful work that God IS 
doing in and through people. The wonderful ways in which ministry, 
service and love of all kinds, are being shared with people whether its 
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shopping, singing across the internet, games across a garden, exercise or 
something else  
 

The Church is wherever God's people are praising, 

knowing we're wanted and loved by our Lord. 

The Church is where we as Christ's followers are trying 

to live and to share out the good news of God. 
 
 
So praise God, sing to him, pray to him and serve others in whatever way 
God has made you able to do. 
 

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest! 

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest! 

Lord we lift up Your name, with hearts full of praise 

Be exalted oh Lord my God! Hosanna in the highest! 

 

Glory, Glory, Glory to the King of Kings! 

Glory, Glory, Glory to the King of Kings! 

Lord we lift up Your name, with hearts full of praise 

Be exalted oh Lord my God! Glory to the King of Kings! (CMP 242) 

 
 

Continued love, prayers and virtual hugs, Paula 
 
Here is our Prayer focus for this coming week and a prayer by Thomas 
Merton that might reflect our thoughts and feelings just now. 
 
Please pray for our front line services:-  

    Council Workers: roads dept, refuse collectors, those administering 

benefits, those coordinating the efforts 

    Carers: Residential & Home workers, pastoral supporters across the 

churches  

    Transportation: Those keeping air, water, road, rail passengers and 

freight transport modes operating. Keeping the movement of supplies 

and people to key places and serving keep needs. 
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A prayer by Thomas Merton 
 
O Lord God, 
 
I have no idea where I am going, 
I do not see the road ahead of me, 
I cannot know for certain where it will end. 
 
Nor do I really know myself, 
and the fact that I think I am following Your will 
does not mean that I am actually doing so. 
 
But I believe 
that the desire to please You does in fact please You. 
And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing. 
I hope that I will never do anything apart from the desire to please You. 
 
And I know that if I do this 
you will lead me by the right road, 
though I may know nothing about it. 
 
Therefore I will trust You always 
though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. 
I will not fear, for You are ever with me, 
and You will never leave me to make my journey alone. Amen..  
 


