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BIRNIE KIRK HALL 

 

The Hall is owned, 
managed and main-
tained by the Kirk 
Session of Birnie 
Pluscarden Church 
on behalf of the     
congregation. 

The hall can be hired 
for private functions: 
bookings can  be 
made by the website 
contacts page or 

by contacting 

Davina  01343 541328 

Gill        01343 860375 

A NEW YEAR and already the season of giving and re-
ceiving may have faded for some: we hope that for many 
the joy of Christmas still shines brightly. In this brief issue of 
the Kirk News you will read of some of the warmth that    
radiates from the heart of our Church.  

We hope that through  our website and this brief magazine,  we 
can keep in touch with what’s happening in our church communi-
ty. Birnie Pluscarden Kirk News reaches out to our members, 
friends, visitors to church and members of our linked church, El-
gin High. Through our website, www.birnie-pluscarden-
church.org many others can access our news too.  

PLUSCARDEN CHURCH was 120 years old last year, and 
with a roll of less than eighty , we wanted to celebrate whilst 
we have life, links and enthusiasm! The weekend was a 
great success; memories were shared and new links made. 

Our families in the ’Glen’ of Pluscarden demonstrated their 
commitment to their faith when the foundation stone was 
laid on 12th May 1898; the building was described by Dr Fergu-
son on that occasion as, “the outside shell of the great work they 
had to accomplish… let it just be the bones on which the com-
plete temple of the Holy Ghost was to be built.”  

The congregation left their previous place of worship (at Plus-
carden Abbey) on Sunday 27th November 1898 and entered the 
new church on Tuesday 29th November 1898.  

The opening ceremony, performed by the Revd Dr Whyte, Mod-
erator of the General Assembly, took place on December the 3rd 
1898 and at the end of the service the Rev Robert Gordon an-
nounced that sufficient funds had been raised to pay the entire 
cost of the building. This was a tremendous achievement. 

BIRNIE KIRK is much older and we would like to start 
planning to celebrate elements of its history and its people 
over the centuries.  

Currently the total membership of Birnie Pluscarden is 201. Sadly 
it is a falling roll and we wonder how long we can keep going. The 
Stewardship Committee has plans for this year but needs your 
support to put plans into action. 

REG Scottish Charity SC016720  

www.birnie-pluscarden-church.org.uk 
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Extracts  
from 

Church of 

Pluscarden 

November  

1949 

“ Some years ago the  practice of Collectors calling regularly 

at our homes was discontinued, and the Weekly Freewill Of-

fering was introduced. This system is very simple. Towards 

the end of the year a member receives a packet of fifty two 

envelopes for the following year. He decides with himself what 

his weekly contribution will be , and each Sunday puts the en-

velope for that week in the Church Plate. If he should be ab-

sent from Church for one or more Sundays, he puts the enve-

lopes for these weeks in the Church Plate on the first Sunday 

he is present.  With us this single weekly contribution covers 

everything—our Sunday collection, our seat rents, our givings 

to the various Schemes of the Church of Scotland.  

At present only a minority of our members are in this scheme -

twenty nine in all: the office bearers would be glad and grate-

ful if all our members, who are in a position to do so would 

come into it. 

Decide in your own heart what to give, not reluctantly: 

without feeling compelled: God loves a cheerful giver.     
2 Corinthians 9:7 

Birnie Pluscarden’s SEASON of Giving  

our message of Stewardship 

 

OUR AIM this year is to raise awareness of ways 

in which we can give financial support towards the 

short, and long term maintenance and survival, of 

our church in Birnie Pluscarden. 
 

Cecil, Davina, Gill, Pearl, Ruth and Rev Stuart Duff 

Christian Steward-

ship is a fundamen-

tal part of Christian 

Discipleship.  

It is concerned with 

the gifts of God and 

the way we use 

these gifts.  

It is concerned with 

the love and com-

mitment of God to 

his world and its 

people, and with the  

response to God’s 

love and God’s 

commitment.                                             

‘We have all been glad in the vitality showing itself in our congregation and we feel that, 

with all of us helping as we are able, we could take this in our stride.    John Kynoch, 

SessionClerk   John G Clark, Clerk of Deacons’ Court   James Campbell Treasurer,  

November 1949 
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MESS might not be an attractive word for many people, and anything MESSY might be  

distinctly unappealing!   

However  Our MESSY CHURCH, with its craft activities , fellowship and friendship, contin-

ued to grow through session 2017—2018 thanks to the financial support granted by 

Moray Presbytery and the unstinting support of  a group of helpers who give their 

time and talents in the preparation and delivery each of the  meetings.  

Thank you to  our regular helpers  without whom we could not function 

Beryl,  Davina,  Gill,  Gina,  Hayley,  June,  Karen,  Liz,  Mike,  Pearl,  Sheila 

and Welcome  to our new helpers  

Fiona, Shirley and Val 

Not all of our volunteers are church members and that’s not a requirement so if you know of anyone 
who would like to come along and see what it’s all about please invite them to join us . 

BIRNIE PLUSCARDEN MESSY CHURCH encourages family members to work together, have fun 
and learn together. Messy Family Fun or ‘SUNDAY FUNDAY’ as it is sometimes called met in      
Miltonduff Hall last session but now will meet in Birnie Kirk Hall from 2.15—4pm.  

At each meeting we have craft activities, a bible story, a song, a short prayer and then           
afternoon tea when we sit down together and have a blether. 

We aim to have meetings on the last Sunday of the month  from September to May.  

On Easter Sunday, April 21st 2019 in Miltonduff Hall from 2-4pm we will be hosting an EASTER 

SUNDAY FUNDAY. Keep an eye open for further details ... 

Our MESSY FAMILY FUN values are 

WELCOMING 

Helpers are friendly and obliging, seeking to help all ages feel at ease. 

CREATIVE 

The team offers hands on activities which explore the theme of the day:  

they are keen to explore new ideas too. 

SHARING 

Everyone shares resources and materials, ideas, thoughts, and afternoon tea! 

Although numbers attending vary depending on family commitments on the day, we have fourteen children who 

attend whenever they can. We welcome visitors for afternoon tea too. There is no admission charge although 

donations are very welcome as this helps us be self sufficient and provides materials for the activities offered. 
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The contents of this newsletter are deemed accurate at the date of publication.  

Any errors or omissions should be notified to Davina Farquhar. 

February 10th  @11am Communion Birnie Kirk 

 10th @12 after the morning 

service 

Soup ‘n Bread Lunch Birnie Kirk Hall 

 17th @ 11am Stewardship  

Service 

Pluscarden Church 

 24th @ 2.15pm Sunday Funday / Messy 

Church 

Birnie Kirk Hall 

March 3rd  @11am Christian Aid Service  

followed by Snack lunch 

Pluscarden Church 

 10th @12 after the morning 

service 

Soup ‘n Bread Lunch Birnie Kirk Hall 

 17th  @12 after the morning 

service 

Annual Stated Meeting Pluscarden Church 

 24th @ 2.15 Sunday Funday / Messy 

Church 

Birnie Kirk Hall 

April 7th @12 after the morning  

service 

Soup ‘n Bread Lunch Birnie Kirk Hall 

 14th  @ 11am Palm Sunday Pluscarden Church 

 18th @7pm Maundy Thursday St Columba’s South 

Elgin 

 19th @7pm Good Friday Service Elgin High Church 

 21st @8am Communion Breakfast Pluscarden Church 

 21st @ 11am United Parish Services Birnie Kirk/Elgin High 

Church 

 21st @ 2pm Sunday Funday for  

Easter /Messy Church 

Miltonduff Hall 

May 5th @12 after the morning  

service 

Soup ‘n Bread Lunch Birnie Kirk Hall 

 12th @11am  Communion  Pluscarden Church 

 

All events can be found at  

www.birnie-pluscarden-church.org 

 

CONTACTS 
Rev Stuart Duff, Minister , 01343 545703 

Paula Baker, Pastoral Assistant , 01542 832662 

Alistair Farquhar, Session Clerk,  01343 541328 
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