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'PRE-HISTORY'

The Reformation in 1560 must have created a great change in
the
life of the people living in the Pluscarden glen, and as Young in

his  'Annals  of  Elgin'  remarks,  "certainly  not  for  the  better  of  the
inhabitants who had lived in the shadow of the great Priory for 350
years". The monks were expelled, depriving the people of those who
had cared for  them both materially and spiritually,  and the building
was left to decay.

There is a reference in Forsythe's 'Moray' to the fact that the valley
"was the only district  in the country which seemed to suffer by the
substitution of the Reformed for the Roman Catholic religion”.

There was no church nearer than Elgin five or six miles away, and
although  neighbouring  parish  ministers  may  have  held  occasional
services,  there  was  no  permanent  minister  for  almost  200  years.
However, about 1730, the ministers in Elgin procured a small yearly
allowance from the Royal Bounty scheme of the Church of Scotland
which enabled a minister to be settled in the valley. This was probably
John Touch of Banff, who ministered to the people from 1736-1739.

The old store and market place of the Priory was converted into a
place of worship known as the "Old Ha'", and stones from this building
can be seen to this day.

A number of houses surrounded the "Old Ha'", the whole passing
under the name of Netherbyre. One of these houses became the Manse.

In  1743,  Francis  Hasben  was  appointed  to  the  vacancy  and
remained  for  27  years.  He  was  much  loved  and  respected  by  his
congregation,  as  can  be  seen  from  his  epitaph  inscribed  on  his
tombstone: a stone slab which is in the wall of the Lady Chapel of the
Priory, where he was buried:



"Here  lys  Mr  Francis  Hasben  late  Preacher  of  the  Gospel  in
Pluscarden who for 27 years laboured in the work of his Master
with  the  greatest  faithfulness  and  diligence  and  died  March  3
1770 aged 72 years"

   Mr Hasben was succeeded by James Munro, who resigned in 1785,
and he was succeeded in 1789 by Lachlan McPherson.
   In  1807,  James  Thomson  became  the  first  married  minister  in
Pluscarden.  At  that  time,  the  manse was  at  Netherbyre.  During  Mr
Thomson's  ministry,  the  Earl  of  Fife  restored  the  calefactory  at  the
Priory for use as a place of worship and placed there a 17th century
pulpit  acquired  when  St  Giles'  Church,  Elgin,  was  dismantled  and
replaced. The monks' dormitory was refloored and roofed to serve as a
tenants' ballroom! About 1828 he also built a new manse on the same
site.
   In 1839, Robert Dunbar became the first minister to be elected by the
congregation, due to the generosity of the Earl of Fife. Mr Dunbar and
his congregation 'came out'  at the Disruption in 1843 and joined the
Free Church. They were allowed to retain use of the Old Priory for
worship  and  provided  with  a  manse  and  glebe,  again  due  to  the
generosity of the Earl of Fife. Mr Dunbar's health was not good and he
died in 1859 aged 55.Mr Dunbar was succeeded by Alexander Robb in
1859, and he remained for 25 years. After Mr Robb's death in 1884,
Robert Gordon became minister, and for fourteen years continued to
hold services in the ruined Priory as before.
   However, in 1898, a new chapter opened in the ecclesiastical life of
the glen. The year before, the Earl of Fife sold the estate to the Marquis
of Bute, and the Marquis, being a Catholic, wished to restore the Priory
to  its  former  use.  Therefore  he  gave  notice  to  the  Free  Church
congregation, granting them a site for a new church on 'Drinking Hill'

on Torhead Farm, together with a donation of £100 towards the new
building, a generous gift indeed.

BUILDING OF THE CHURCH

As it states in the Parish Magazine of October 1948, "the congregation
records of 1898 are not very informative, and in their matter-of-fact
pages scarce a ripple of emotion is suffered to appear. Yet the building
of our church must have been a very big episode, as it was also a very
gallant episode in our congregation's story".

It was at the Deacons' Court meeting on 10th January 1898 that a
letter was read giving official notice of the sale of the Priory, and that
the  congregation  would  be  required  to  vacate  the  premises  "before
Martinmas next". At that same meeting, the office bearers resolved to
build  a  church,  confident  that  others  would  come  to  their  aid.  An
architect, Mr Wittet of Elgin, was chosen and asked to submit plans,
which he did less than a month later on 2nd February 1898. This plan
was rejected and something simpler  was requested which would be
cheaper.  After  a  few  days,  this  alternative  plan  was  presented  and
accepted by the Court. However, Presbytery disapproved, and urged
the  adoption  of  the  original  plan,  more  costly  though  it  was.  The
Deacons' Court reversed its decision, and the plan of the church as it
now stands was approved.

On 12th May 1898, the foundation stone of the new church was
laid.  Many friends and well-wishers  joined the congregation for the
ceremony,  the  Rev  Robert  Gordon  presiding.  He  expressed  the
congregation's  gratitude  for  support  and  help  already  received,
including much courtesy and kindness from both the Earl of Fife and
the Marquis of Bute. The new church would seat around 250 people
and was expected to cost  about £1400, much of which had already
been contributed. A 'time capsule' in the shape of a bottle was buried in



a cavity beneath the foundation stone. It contained copies of the local
papers;  that  day's  "Scotsman",  a  copy  of  the  Banffshire  Journal
containing a historical account of Pluscarden Priory, and the current
issue of the Free Church monthly. It also contained several small coins,
a copy of Mr Gordon's statement, and a small edition of the Bible. Mr
Gordon then  invited  Dr William Ferguson of  Kinmundy to lay the
foundation stone at the base of the Tower of the new church. Professor
Cameron, Rosehill, a native of the glen, offered a dedicatory prayer,
and Dr Ferguson gave a short address after receiving a silver trowel as
a remembrance.

During  the  summer  and  autumn,  the  building  of  the  church
proceeded with the enthusiastic support of the whole congregation. It
was built entirely by voluntary subscription. Contributions came from
all over the country, and even from Amoy in China where Rev Robert
Gordon had been a missionary before coming to Pluscarden. The six
manse children sold 1,000 postcards for one shilling each, and farmers
brought  stones  from  Heldon  Hill  quarry  free  of  charge.  The  local
blacksmith  made  the  bolts  for  the  roof  trusses,  and  his  young  son
carried  them,  two  at  a  time,  from  the  smiddy  (on  the  site  of  the
Pluscarden Village  Hall)  to  the  church.  Other  local  tradesmen who
were  involved  in  the  work  were:  D.Forsythe,  Elgin,  Mason;
T.Mackenzie, New Elgin, Carpenter; J.Brodie, Elgin, Plasterer; L.Lyon
&  Sons,  Elgin,  Plumber;  G.Ogilvie,  Elgin,  Slater;  John  Kintrea  &
Sons,  Elgin,  Heating  Engineers,  while  Mr  Sanderson  of  Burghead
installed the church bell.

The congregation left  their previous place of worship on Sunday
27th  November  and  entered  the  new  Church  on  Tuesday  29th
November.

A report  in the "Northern Scot" of 3rd December 1898 remarks
“The Church is of a pretty and unique appearance quite in harmony
with the surroundings and a credit to the congregation”. It continued:
“the Church was opened under very auspicious conditions. The service

began at 12 o'clock, by which time the Church was comfortably filled
with  members  of  the  congregation  and  others  resident  in  the  glen,
while several members of the Presbytery and friends from Elgin drove
out to take part in the ceremony. This took the form of an ordinary
service in respect of the order of worship, but
was most interesting and elevating in its character, from the fact that it
was  conducted  by  such  an  eminent  and  distinguished  divine  as  the
Moderator  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church,  the  Rev  Dr
Whyte”.

Dr Whyte chose for his text, "Then there shall be a place where the
Lord your God shall cause His name to dwell", and preached for one and a
half hours! At the close of the service, the Rev Robert Gordon announced
that sufficient funds had been raised to pay the entire cost of the building.

The "Northern Scot" gives a detailed description of the architecture of
the building which is 'Scotch Gothic', a prominent feature being the tower
surmounted by a red tiled spire. The church is cruciform in plan with a
nave  and  two  transepts.  The  windows  are  Early  English  Gothic,  the
tracery being filled with stained cathedral glass in small panes. A wheel
window has been introduced over the pulpit. At the rear of the church is a
large room for weekday- meetings, and a vestry.

Because of its long association with the Priory, an effort was made to
introduce  as  many  architectural  features  of  that  historic  building  as
possible,  such  as  the  slits  and  corbel  course  of  the  tower,  the  wheel
window, and the chimney stack on the east gable, along with other minor
details.



CHURCH FURNISHINGS,
MEMORIALS, ETC

As previously stated, the church was cruciform in plan with a nave and
two transepts. The roof was built with laminated ribs bolted together
and supported on open stone corbels.  The walls were treated with a
warm terra-cotta  colour  which  contrasted  with  the  pitch  pine  of  the
roofing timbers.

The seating was of a comfortable form with pitch pine back rails and
cut haffets. The choir was surrounded with a cut cusp fret of gothic 
pattern, and the panels on the front of the pulpit have gothic cusp heads 
to correspond.

The church was built to accommodate 250 people with a laird's pew 
at the rear of the church. Obviously over the last century, the church has
been re-decorated, and the pews replaced, but basically it remains 
unaltered.

There are several memorial plaques in the church; to former 
ministers, Rev Robert Gordon, and Rev Alexander Macleod, as well as 
to Mr Hepbum-Wright of Westerton House.

The wheel window on the east wall is now a stained-glass memorial 
to Dr Gordon, son of the Rev Robert Gordon, who was born at the 
manse here in the glen, and to his wife. The window made in 1963, was 
designed by Mr Crear McCartney, and was described as “fresh, vital 
and colourful” by the then minister, Rev K Paterson. It represents the 

four evangelists: Matthew, the man; Mark, the winged lion; Luke, the 
winged ox and John, the eagle.

There is a stained-glass plaque commemorating the Centenary of 
the Woman's Guild in 1987, as well as a Brownie plaque.

The communion table was a Jubilee Thanksgiving gift from the

congregation in 1948, and other gifts include three communion chairs,
two lecterns and baptismal font (which was a gift from Helensburgh
Old and St Andrew's Parish Church), the organ and hymn board, two
kneelers and pew cushions, bread plates for communion, as well as a
Good News pulpit Bible, pew Bibles, hymn and modem song books,
and  a  piano.  Generous  gifts  indeed  for  a  small  country  church  to
receive and enjoy.

The organ was replaced by a modern Hammond organ in 1995.
Until 1957, lamps in brass fittings lit the church. A member of the

congregation recalls, as a boy, seeing the organist playing in the choir
which was lit by a fitting half-way up the pulpit. It is also likely that
this fitting was used as a font. A member recalls seeing a painting of a
child  being  baptised  by  a  minister  leaning  down  from  the  pulpit.
Subsequently this has been confirmed by a Minister from Ayrshire who
has a similar font in use today, and a picture, as described above, hangs
in his church hall.



MINISTERS

The first minister to serve the newly-built church was the Rev
Robert  Gordon,  and  fortunately  we  have  access  to  plenty  of
information about his life.

Bom in 1843 in Rothiemay, he was licensed as a minister in 1872,
and in the same year ordained as a missionary. He spent 10 years in
China which was being opened up as  a  mission field  following the
conclusion of the Opium wars. He married his childhood sweetheart
and several  children  were  born  in  China before  repeated  attacks  of
cholera and malaria undermined his health, and he was forced to return
to Scotland in 1883.

In 1884, Robert Gordon was called to minister to the Free Church
congregation  in  Pluscarden,  then  meeting  in  the  Priory  which  it
continued to do for fourteen years, until given notice to quit in January
1898 following the change of ownership.

Robert and Mary Gordon brought up a family of six on a stipend of
£60 p.a., but the manse had a well-stocked garden, a glebe, a cow and
two maids! Robert Gordon retired in 1914, having ministered in the
valley  for  30  years,  and  went  to  live  in  Huntly.  He  celebrated  his
ministerial  Jubilee  in  1922  with  his  family,  his  Pluscarden
congregation and many friends and relatives, and was presented with a
silver rose bowl by the Session Clerk on behalf of the congregation and
friends.  Robert  Gordon  died  in  1923  aged  80  and  is  buried  in
Pluscarden churchyard.

Rev  Robert  Mackintosh  was  born  in  1887  in  Tomatin,  and
educated  there,  in  Nairn  and  Aberlour,  and  at  the  University  of
Aberdeen. He was ordained and inducted at Pluscarden in 1914. He
was married with two children. In 1925, he transferred to Brechin East
and then to Stirling North which later linked with St Columba's.

In  1941  Robert  Mackintosh  was  appointed  Secretary  of  the  Home
Board. He received the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity from
Aberdeen University in 1950 and was honoured with the OBE in 1955.
He died in 1962 and is buried in Pluscarden churchyard.

Rev William George Stephen Plowman  was born in  1880.  He
was  a  pupil  teacher  at  Hallkirk  from  1895-1900  and  then  attended
Aberdeen  University  from  1901  to  1904.  He  was  licensed  by  the
Presbytery  of  Caithness  in  1914 and  was  ordained  and inducted  at
Skene in  1915,  the  same year  he  married  Christine  Sutherland.  He
came to Pluscarden in 1925 and transferred to Cullen Seafield in 1931.
He retired in 1943 and died the following year.

Rev Duncan Ross Mackenzie was educated in Skye and Glasgow.
He was on war service in Central Africa in 1916. He was inducted in
1917 and in 1920 served in the German mission in Tanganyika. He
became General Secretary of the Livingstonia Mission and a member
of  the  Nyasaland  Legislative  Council  (1928).  He  helped  with  the
translation  of the  New Testament as  well  as  other  publications.  He
returned to Scotland and was inducted at Pluscarden in 1931 where he
served for three years before retiring due to ill health. He died in 1937.

Rev Douglas  Watt  licensed  by Presbytery  of  Glasgow in 1934,
was  inducted  into  Pluscarden  in  August  that  year,  transferred  to
Glasgow in 1939, and thence to Moffat in 1942. He was appointed to
the United Society for Christian Literature in 1945. He was married
with one son.

Rev  John  Edward  Oldham  was  born  in  Crieff  in  1885,  and



educated in London, Cambridge and New College, Edinburgh. He was
licensed in 1912 and worked for the World Missionary Conference in
Edinburgh.  In  1913,  Mr  Oldham  became  a  missionary  in  Jalna,
Hyderabad,  before  being invalided home in  1914,  when he  worked
with the Committee of Friendship to Oriental Students. He was with
the  YMCA  in  France  1918-1919.  He  was  inducted  as  minister  at
Eaglesham in 1920 before being transferred to Lausanne in 1928. In
1920 he married Rosamond Bruce and had one son. Mr Oldham came
from Lausanne to Pluscarden in 1939 and retired due to ill-health in
1947. Interestingly, there is a letter from him, written in his 90th year,
to the congregation in an edition of the Parish Magazine in 1974”. He
died in March 1978.

Rev Alexander Duncan Macleod was born in 1884 at Knockbain,
a son of the manse. He was educated at Robert Gordon's College and
Edinburgh University. He was licensed in 1909 by the Presbytery of
Chanonry, an assistant at Glasgow, St Matthew’s, and minister of the
united charge in 1914. He saw war service with the YMCA in the First
World War. He was minister at Brechin, St Ninian's before coming to
Pluscarden in 1947. Mr Macleod ministered in the valley for 10 years
and retired to Edzell in 1957. He was twice married, and he died in
1967. His ashes are buried in Pluscarden churchyard.

Rev Robert Walsh Anderson was born in 1903 in Edinburgh and
educated at the Royal High School and Edinburgh University. He was
licensed in 1928 and ordained and inducted in 1929 at Ervie (Wigtown
and Stranraer) before transferring to Inverkeithing St John's in 1937.
He served as a naval chaplain from 1940 to 1945. He was inducted at
Pluscarden  in  May  1958  and  sadly  died  in  July  1958.  He  was
unmarried.

Rev Keith Paterson  was born in  1902, son of Robert  Paterson,
missionary in the Punjab. He was educated at George Watson's College
and  Edinburgh  University.  Mr  Paterson  was  ordained  to  Sialkot

Mission,  Punjab  in  1929.  Having  resigned  from  service  with  the
Overseas  Council  in  the  Punjab,  he  was  inducted  at  Pluscarden  in
1959. He married with four children and retired in 1973. He died in
November 1994.

Rev Adam Ronald Rentoul Torrie was born in Belfast in 1918, a
son of the manse. He attended St Andrew's University from 1937- 40
and  1945-48  interrupted  by  war  service.  He  was  licensed  by  St
Andrew's Presbytery in 1948 and inducted and ordained in Islay.

He  married  Elizabeth  Maclean  of  Ardgour  and  they  had  five
children. From Islay, Ronald Torrie was transferred and inducted at
Gibraltar  St  Andrew's  in  1951  where  he  remained  before  being
inducted at Birnie in 1956. In 1973 the parish of Pluscarden was linked
with  Birnie  and  Mr  Torrie,  who  referred  to  himself  as  "Hobson's
choice" served the linked charge until he retired in 1986. He died in
1996.

Rev  Gordon  Cowie was  born  in  1933  in  Aberdeen.  He  had  a
distinguished  legal  career  before  entering  the  church.  Following
various lectureships, he became Glasgow University's first Professor in
Public Law. In 1983 he took early retirement and was re-appointed on
a  part-time  basis  to  enable  him to  study  for  the  ministry.  He  was
inducted and ordained in 1986 and retired due to ill-health in 1992. He
is married with four children.

Rev Ronald John Scotland was born in 1938 and was educated at
George  Heriot's  and  New  College,  Edinburgh.  Brought  up  and
confirmed  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  he  became  a  member  of  the
Church of Scotland in 1976. Mr Scotland studied, trained and worked
as a quantity surveyor until being called to the ministry in 1989. He
was licensed in 1992 and served as assistant minister in St Nicholas'
Church, Sighthill, Edinburgh before being called to the linked charge
of  Birnie  and Pluscarden in  1993.  With  his  building  experience he
oversaw the building of the new manse at Birnie, now shared by both



churches. He is married with three children.

Pluscarden  Manse  was  built  in  1899  and  was  occupied  by  all
ministers  until  the  retirement  of  Mr  Paterson  in  1973.  There  is  a
reference to the Minister's Croft in a 1901 report to the trustees of the
late Marquis of Bute about the estate. It consisted of 772 acres arable
of a light and dry character, and 173 acres rough pasture with a small
stable and gig house attached. The rent was £ 6:11: 2d!

Following the linkage with Birnie, the manse was sold as Mr Torrie
was already installed at Birnie Manse.

After the retirement of Rev Gordon Cowie in 1992, the joint Kirk
Sessions decided to sell Birnie Manse and build a new manse in the
glebe ground at Birnie. For three years, Mr and Mrs Scotland lived in a
rented  farmhouse  in  Pluscarden,  and  moved  into  the  newly-built
manse, now called Birnie and Pluscarden Manse, in November 1996.

SOME ITEMS OF LIFE IN THE
CHURCH ITSELF

In the last years of the 19th Century, the Free Church of Scotland
and the United Presbyterian Church were in negotiation about

union. The Synod of the United Presbyterian Church resolved in 1896
to 'take steps toward union’ and in 1897, the Free Church Assembly
responded by appointing a committee to confer with a committee of
the other church. The joint committee discovered a ’remarkable and
happy agreement’ between the doctrinal standards, rules and methods
of  the  two  bodies  and  with  very  few  concessions,  a  common
constitution and common ’questions and formula’ for the admission of
ministers and office-bearers were arranged. The supreme courts of the
Churches met separately for the last time on October 30th 1900 and, on
the  following  day,  the  union  was  completed  and  the  United  Free
Church of Scotland entered on its career.

During the early years of this century, the Kirk Session minutes are
of  a  repetitive  nature  with  few  riveting  happenings,  although  there
were  no  doubt  many  such  unrecorded.  The  modern  reader  finds



frequent references to ’moral misbehaviour’ strange, as is the frequent
purging of the communion roll. The first reference to a Precentor is in
the Deacons' Court minutes of November 1911 concerning his salary.
By 1930, there was certainly an organ, but no further information has
been obtained.

During the years 1914-1918, there is no reference to the First World
War in the Kirk Session minutes,  and only a few references  in  the
Deacons' Court minutes to collections made for 'wounded soldiers' at
Dr Gray's Hospital, and Christmas parcels for local men on service,
and suggested investment in War Savings' Certificates.

In February 1919, the Deacons' Court decided to divide the balance
from the Local Soldiers' Comfort Fund between a permanent memorial
to the fallen and a welcome home to those returning. In November
1919,  permission  was  given  to  the  Pluscarden  War  Memorial
Committee to have a gap cut in the wall bordering the church road to
give access to the memorial 'providing the ends of the gap be neatly
finished  off  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court'.  In  April  1920,  the
memorial  was  dedicated  during  a  service  in  the  church  and  then
unveiled. The names of eleven men are recorded on the memorial.

In  October  1927,  the  Kirk  Session  had  under  consideration  'the
Draft  Basis  of  Union  between  the  United  Free  Church  and  the
Established Church.'  They concurred in the main with the draft,  but
desired  that  the  name  of  the  Church  shall  be  "the  United  Church,
Scotland" or "The Church of Scotland, United" In January 1929 the
Kirk Session unanimously voted 'Yes' to Union. Following discussion,
it was decided to celebrate the Union with an Open Communion on
Union Sunday 6th  October 1929.  In  November  1929,  the Deacons'
Court decided that the name of the church should be changed from the
United Free Church of Pluscarden to Pluscarden Church of Scotland.

In  February  1930,  in  accordance  with  an  Act  of  Parliament

requiring representation of religious bodies in the County Council, the
Kirk  Session  put  forward  the  Minister  to  represent  the  Pluscarden
congregation in the election of a member of Presbytery to the County
Council. We do not know if he was elected!

In 1932, the Minister told the Kirk Session that he had been shown
a letter from the offices in Edinburgh (presumably 121 George Street)
intimating  that  with  regard  to  the  Hay-Petrie  Bequest,  it  was  not
competent to transfer  the fund from the Elgin Session,  but  that  the
interest  might  be paid to  Pluscarden Church  for  the  support  of the
ministry. At this point it is necessary to give the history of the Hay-
Petrie Bequests.
These were made in 1783 for the support of a Pluscarden preacher. The
original Hay Bequest was £100 and the Petrie Bequest was £10. At the
time of the Disruption in 1843, these bequests were 'taken over by St
Giles'  Kirk  Session  in  Elgin.  By 1932,  the  total  Hay  Bequest  was
£2,428 and the Petrie Bequest £192. During the year talks were held
with the St Giles' Kirk Session and it was agreed that the Treasurer
would pay income from the Trusts to the Pluscarden Treasurer for the
Minister's  stipend.  It  was  also  agreed  that  the  Pluscarden  Minister
would from time to time conduct services in  the new hall  that  was
being  built  at  Miltonduff,  providing  that  such  an  arrangement  was
agreeable to  the Minister  and Kirk Session of St  Giles  in  Elgin,  to
whom the area in which the hall was situated had been allotted under a
parish boundary reappraisal.

In 1936, the Kirk Session decided to send a Resolution to the Home
Secretary and to the local member of Parliament as follows: "The Kirk
Session  of  Pluscarden  Church,  viewing  with  profound  concern  the
phenomenal growth of football pool betting, and being convinced that
serious social and moral consequences are involved, welcomes the Bill
which has been introduced for the suppression of this gambling evil".

A special service to mark the coronation of King George VI and
Queen Elizabeth was held on Sunday 16th May 1937.



During World War II there are several references in the minutes to
special  collections  for  'Church  of  Scotland Huts  and Canteens'  and
'Comforts Funds'. Plans were made to welcome home returning service
personnel, and a Thanksgiving Service was held in May 1945. A Roll
of Honour bearing the names of servicemen and women from the glen
was prepared and hung in the Church, alongside that from the Great
War 1914-18.

In October 1945, the Kirk Session, in accordance with instructions
from  Presbytery,  considered  an  overture  about  the  Eligibility  of
Women for the office of Eldership. The Minister gave an explanatory
statement and the Session was in favour of the overture. However, in
view  of  the  small  attendance,  it  was  agreed  to  defer  the  formal
resolution until a future meeting, and to consult the congregation at a
special meeting. The full Kirk Session approved the overture as did the
Congregational Meeting. It is worth noting that some forty years were
to pass before the first women elders were ordained in Pluscarden!
     In 1946, the congregation, through a questionnaire from the Kirk
Session, approved the introduction of individual communion cups by a
majority of ten to one.

During  1948  monks  returned  to  the  Priory  from  the  Abbey  of
Prinknash (in Gloucestershire) to rebuild their Benedictine community.

At a Jubilee Thanksgiving Service in 1948,  the new communion
table was dedicated.

From 1948 onwards, there has been access to the Parish Magazine
and it has been possible to sift out certain items of particular interest.

Although in the past there were a few references to the Woman's
Guild in Kirk Session and Deacons' Court minutes, it was only after
June  1948  that  the  Guild  was  re-formed,  a  committee  elected  and
minutes kept.

There are references to the League of Young Worshippers and to
the  Youth  Fellowship  from  time  to  time,  the  former  becoming  the
Sunday School.

Services in Miltonduff Hall were held from time to time as agreed
with St Giles' Kirk Session, following the settlement of the Hay- Petrie
dispute. In 1948, services were to be held on the second and fourth
Sundays of the month at 3pm in the Hall - as requested by Presbytery.
In  1952 the  time  was  changed  to  7pm,  with  a  monthly  service  for
children at 3pm. By 1954, a bus ran on the second and fourth Sundays
from Miltonduff to the church.

The Churchyard  was  extended in  1953 with  a  gift  of  land  from
Pluscarden Estate, and the enclosing walls were also gifted. In this year
also, a prefabricated unit for a WC was suggested.

Electricity! The Deacons' Court installed electric lights and a new
heating system in the autumn of 1957.

At  that  time  an  electric  organ  replaced  the  old  pedal  organ.  A
member  recalls  that  the  organ  was  paid  for  with  money  raised  by
farmers shooting rabbits and selling them to a local butcher!

In October 1960, dry rot in the church steeple was diagnosed. It was
considered dangerous, and the weather vane and upper section of the
steeple  were  removed  with  a  temporary  roof  built  over  the  bell
chamber. A generous offer to rebuild the steeple in memory of the late
Mr Hepburn-Wright of Westerton House was made by his widow and
son and was most gratefully accepted.

In 1964, the bus from Miltonduff was no longer running, but the
Parish  Magazine  gave  a  rota  of  church  members  with  cars  who
provided transport.

The  1972  Congregation  Meeting  in  April  told  Presbytery  that
following  the  Minister's  retirement,  they  would  prefer  their  own
Minister  rather  than  linkage  with  another  church.  However,  the
Pluscarden  Kirk  Session  were  called  to  a  meeting  of  Presbytery's
Committee  on  Union  and  Readjustments  on  June  22nd,  and  the
congregation to a meeting after morning service on June 25th when the
proposed linkage with Birnie was presumably put forward. Certainly
the September issue of the parish magazine announced that Mr Torrie,



Minister at Birnie, would also be Minister at Pluscarden from October.
In  the  March  1973  issue  of  the  magazine,  Mr  Torrie  charmingly
referred to himself as "Hobson's Choice", also emphasising the warmth
of his welcome at Pluscarden.

A congregational meeting in December of that year approved the
decision of the Kirk Session and the Deacons' Court to sell the manse.
Capital from the sale of the manse was invested and interest was to be
used for the upkeep of Birnie manse.

Deacons' Court minutes refer to the investment of money from the
Hay and Petrie Trusts and we may therefore assume this was handed
over by St Giles, at long last!

The  Joint  Kirk  Sessions  discussed  re-investment  of  Pluscarden
manse monies which should also cover upkeep of Pluscarden Church
and this was confirmed in 1982.

By  the  1970s  a  joint  Advent  Carol  Service  with  the  monks  at
Pluscarden  Abbey  was  a  well-established  annual  event,  alternating
between the Church and the Abbey.

In October 1982, pew name cards were discontinued and "Welcome
to Pluscarden Church" cards were placed at pew ends in their place.

On  Thinking  Day  1984,  a  stained-glass  lozenge  of  the  Brownie
Badge was placed in the Church by Pluscarden Brownies, in memory
of a member whom they adopted during the Year of the Disabled.

The Woman's Guild Centenary memorial stained-glass lozenge was
dedicated in 1987.

1989  saw  the  first  two  women  elders  in  Pluscarden  Church
ordained.

The first  woman Church Treasurer was appointed in 1990, and a
further Churchyard extension was gifted by Pluscarden estate.

A  local  landowner  donated  land  adjoining  the  road  opposite  the
Church on which to construct a car-parking area.

On May 17th 1998 a congregational meeting voted in favour of a
recommendation from the Kirk Session that it should adopt the Church
of Scotland Model Deed of Constitution. This entails the setting-up of a
Congregational  Board,  instead  of  the  Deacon’s  Court  which  was  a
reminder  of  Free  Church  Days,  to  oversee  temporal  matters  of  the
Church in Pluscarden, leaving the Kirk Session as the spiritual leaders
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